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Trin Prof. 
Speaks on 
Holocaust 
GREG MONIZ '11 
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR 
On Wednesday, Jan. 27, 
Charles Northam Professor of 
History Samuel Kassow deliv· 
ered a talk at the United 
States National Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C. Kassow is 
considered the world's fore· 
most authority on Emmanuel 
Ringelblum, who, in 1940, 
started a secret organization 
called the Oyneg Shabes that 
sought to capture the plight of 
Polish Jews living during the 
Holocuast through the gather· 
ing, saving, and hiding of 
writings, photographs, inter· 
views, and other documents. 
Kassow's talk at the muse· 
um was regarding his book 
about Ringelblum, titled The 
Warsaw Ghetto: Oyneg 
Shabes - Ringelblum Archive. 
Kassow wrote the interduc· 
tion to the book. It is a follow 
up to his previous book, Who 
Will Write Our History? 
Emmanuel Ringelblum, the 
Warsaw Ghetto, and the 
Oyneg Shabes Archives. 
Kassow spoke about the 
group's bold efforts, which 
resulted in some of 
the most raw and 
accurate depictions 
of the suffering 
Polish Jews went 
through under 
German occupation. 
"Basically, they 
gathered every· 
thing", he said. 
The thousands 
of artifacts found in 
metal boxes and 
milk cans hidden 
among the ruins of 
the Warsaw ghettos 
include eyewitness 
accounts of people 
being deported to 
concentration 
camps, a child's diary describ· 
ing life in 1940s Warsaw, and 
see TRINITY on page 13 
Spring SGA Elections 
Bring Host of New Faces 
GREG LEITAO '12 
NEWS EDITOR 
Recently the results of the 
SGA's Winter 2010 Elections 
were announced, with five 
new members being elected 
into positions. 
Leslie James '11 received 
455 votes to become the new 
Vice President of Multicultural 
Affairs and Camille Abdel· 
Nabi '12 was elected as the 
new Senator-At·Large, with 
449 votes. 
Flo Monier '11 received 
111 votes to become the new 
Junior Senator, and already 
has begun putting thought to 
the next semester. 
"I'm excited to be a part of 
SGA again and hope to keep 
improving student life at 
Trinity," she said, "I'm looking 
see SGA on page 7 
Mixed Reviews for 
Semi-Annual Concert 
JESS RUBIN '13 
ARTS CONTRJBUTOR 
The cool, stagnant air 
Friday night awoke to the 
vocal tones of Trinity's five a 
cappella groups. The tradi· 
tional Freshman Concert com· 
menced at 8:30 p.m. in Hamlin 
Hall, drawing an eager crowd 
in the hundreds. The weekend 
started on a good note. 
Students gathered, sitting on 
chairs and windowsills, even 
standing on tables to see the 
singers. Refreshments in 
hand, the crowd buzzed with 
excitement. The first group 
waded through the crush to 
reach the stage trailed by 
eruptions of cheers and 
applause. 
The Accidentals, Trinity's 
oldest all ·male group, opened 
the night with an appropriate 
number, Brenda Lee's Good 
Old a Capella, setting the 
mood for an entertaining 
night. At the conclusion of the 
Accidentals' performance, the 
Dischords took the stage. The 
Dischords, a co·ed organiza · 
tion, is one of Trinity's 
youngest groups, formed in 
2005. 
They came to the stage 
with confidence and high 
energy. Following the 
Dischords, the 'Irinitones, 
Trinity's oldest all ·female 
see A CAPPELLA on page 10 
JULIA McGHEE ' 13 I PHOTO CONTRIBUTOR 
Caroline Newhall '10 performs a solo during the Quirks' set at lasr Friday's conceit. 
VOL. CV. No. 13 
www.trinitytripod.com 
HARTFORD 
CRIME FALLS, 
SAYSREPoRT 
GREG LEITAO '12 
NEWS EDITOR 
According to the Overview 
of Crime in Hartford from 
2009, serious crimes have 
slightly decreased in the city; 
however, the Hartford Police 
Department (HPD) has 
numerous initiatives for the 
upcoming year. Released on 
January 11, the report shows 
that Part I Crimes - murder, 
rape, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, larceny, and 
auto theft - have had an over· 
all decrease of 1.9 percent 
since 2008. 
This figure continues a 
steady decrease of Part I 
Crimes, which have seen a 
27.9 percent drop in the past 
five years. Reports in 2009 
show that there were only 
7,935 Part I Crimes, which is 
a historically low number of 
cases and 152 fewer cases 
than in 2008. 
Other historically low 
numbers include 603 robbery 
cases, 4,160 larceny cases, and 
1,011 motor vehicle theft cases 
throughout the past year. 
The number of larceny 
cases also represents a 0.6 
see SERIOUS on page 6 
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Tripod Editorial 
From One Concrete Jungle to Another 
I spent this past weekend 
in New York, NY celebrating 
a friend's 21st birthday. As I 
squander most of my life in 
my single in Funston or in the 
Tripod office in Jackson, it 
was a refreshing change of 
scenery to trade the concrete 
jungle of Trinity for the con-
crete jungle of the New York 
City. The following reasons 
are why I would recommend 
that my fellow Bantams 
should, if possible, take a 
weekend jaunt to the Big 
Apple: 
1. Location, location, loca -
tion. Sure, the positioning of 
Hartford in between Boston 
and New York City might pre-
vent the city from reaching 
its potential as a thriving 
metropolis. However, 
Hartford's central location in 
the northeast does provide 
Trinity students with easy 
access to all that New 
England and New York have 
to offer. Getting to New York 
City is convenient and afford· 
able. Buses leave from down-
town Hartford and trains 
depart from New Haven, a 
short drive down I-91. I chose 
the more flexible option of 
driving into the city, and car-
pooling made the price of gas 
and parking more reasonable. 
2. Reuniting with friends. 
I took the trip into New York 
with five friends from High 
School who were all conve-
niently able to drive to 
Hartford from Massachusetts 
and the University of 
Connecticut (another plus of 
Trinity's location) . Road trips, 
even short ones, are always 
bonding experiences. Don't 
forget the snacks and iPod 
adapter! 
3. Escaping from real life. 
My Saturday consisted of 
frozen margaritas at 2:30 
p.m., followed by manicures. 
As I usually spend Saturday 
in the library, this was a 
pleasant and uncharacteristic 
afternoon. The city offers a 
plethora of other options for 
all those who are under 21 
and/or not up for some pam· 
pering (see number 5). 
4. Gaining a New 
Perspective. For many people 
at small colleges like Trinity, 
it is hard to imagine what it 
would be like to go to school 
in a more urban setting. New 
York University's campus 
provides a stark contrast to 
that of Trinity, and witness-
ing the differences can give 
you a new perspective on the 
positives and negatives of our 
somewhat isolated campus. 
5. Shopping. There is a 
Topshop in New York City 
now. Enough said. 
6. Getting lost. Five girls 
from central Massachusetts 
aren't exactly experts at driv-
ing in New York City. There 
really is no better hangover 
cure than trying to navigate 
your way in unfamiliar terri-
tory. 
7. Coming home. Gas and 
parking cost me $20. The 
manicure was $18. The 
Birthday bar tab was a whop-
ping $1,200. At the risk of 
sounding cliche, coming back 
to Trinity was priceless . . . lit· 
erally as well as figuratively. 
Being welcomed home by free 
food, care of Residential Life's 
Super Bowl celebration, was 
the perfect ending to a great 
trip. There really is nothing 
like a weekend away from 
Trinity to remind me of every· 
thing about it I love. After 
eleven hours of sleep in my 
own bed, I awoke refreshed 
and ready to tackle the week 
with a new vigor. 
- S .E.H. 
Homebound and Clueless 
While our fearless leader 
Sarah Harvey '11 was off gal-
livanting in the Big Apple 
over the weekend, some of us 
(read: yours truly) spent those 
two glorious days off (three, if 
you don't have class on 
Fridays, you lucky bastards) 
lounging around Home Sweet 
Trin putting off our homework 
in favor of computer games, or 
catching up on the second sea· 
son of "Mad Men," or buying a 
ridiculous amount of eye 
shadow samples from 
www.aromaleigh.com (13 
samples for $10, with 20·30 
applications per sample? You 
are just asking me to abuse 
my credit card) . Or, you know, 
watching the Super Bowl - if 
you're a football fan, that is, 
and I am definitely not. 
I find it kind of obnoxious 
that people make such a big 
deal out of these sporting 
events, especially if you're not 
in the habit of watching them. 
''What do you mean, you did· 
n't watch the Super 
Bowl/March Madness/the 
World Series? What kind of 
American are you?" Etc, etc. I 
wish I cared, but frankly, after 
reading this week's Super 
Bowl coverage by Rich Maller 
'11 and not understanding a 
word of it (although that 
speaks more about my poor 
understanding of the mechan· 
ics of football than it does 
about his writing, so no wor-
ries, Sports readers-it's a 
great overview of the game) , 
I'm content to live in my ath-
letically-challenged bubble, 
eye shadow and all. 
Still, that's not to say I 
think all televised sporting 
events are a waste of my time. 
You can bet your Croakies I'll 
be glued to the TV for a good 
amount of the 2010 Vancouver 
Winter Olympics program-
ming (especially the ice skat-
ing and dancing, and not just 
because one of the British 
pairs did a routine to 
"Exogenesis, a Symphony, 
Part III: Redemption" by 
Muse, the love of my life) , and 
I usually do the same for the 
Summer Olympics as well, 
even if it is mostly for the 
gymnastics and the swimming 
(I was a big Thorpedo fan 
back in '04) . 
Maybe it has something to 
do with the mass glorification 
(and overpayment, my God) of 
American sports figures. I 
realize it's a multi-billion dol· 
lar industry and that money 
has to go somewhere, but it 
seems silly to pay a guy $20 
million a year to chuck a ball 
around, especially when it 
seems like someone's getting 
busted for steroid usage every 
other week. Makes me miss 
the days when pulling a Tonya 
Harding was the preferred 
method of cheating. C.. 
Joking. Joking.) Still, it's 
always bugged me that people 
who actually do things for 
society-especially teachers-
don't make a fraction of what 
professional athletes do. Say 
all you want about them being 
role models and idols for 
young kids, but I doubt Little 
Timmy's parents are sitting 
around Nowhere, U .S.A., hop· 
ing someday they, too, can 
raise their son to shoot human 
growth hormones into his ass. 
That aside, I can 
appreciate the huge morale 
boost the Saints' win was for 
New Orleans, and I will con-
cede that it's one of my 
favorite things about sports: 
the patriotism, togetherness, 
and hope they inspire . Post-
Katrina NOLA certainly 
deserves all that. 
- E. A. A. 
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Language Requirement Limits Passion 
IAN BAIN'12 
CO TRIBUTING WRITER 
I hate the language 
requirement. I hate it. I hate 
it. It is a waste of our waning 
academic time. Certainly 
there are those individuals 
who enjoy languages and 
choose to immerse themselves 
in the soothing sounds of the 
Romance dialects. Even I will 
admit that there is beauty and 
poetxy in the literature and 
cultures of other languages. 
But that simply isn't what I'm 
writing about. The College's 
language requirement doesn't 
apply to people who have pro· 
gressed to a certain level of 
skill in a language. What our 
requirement demands is a 
return to the mind-numbing 
memorization of male and 
female words and verb conju· 
gations. In that case, I think 
I'll take my language require· 
ment with a loaded pistol. 
That is, if the school doesn't 
mind. 
So, what is to be done with 
us, the uncultured masses 
who believe that we can man· 
age just fine without a legiti-
mate second language? (My 
knowledge of French amounts 
to little more than what must 
sound like the mutterings of a 
mad man.) First of all, rough· 
ly 25 percent of the world 
speaks English. According to 
Harris Polls, there are 300 
million Chinese who are cur 
rently learning English and 
roughly 100 million more 
across the rest of Asia and the 
Middle East. 
However, that's nothing 
compared to the 75 percent of 
the world's mail, telexes, and 
cables that are in English. 
Approximately 60 percent of 
the world's radio is broadcast 
in English. About 90 percent 
of all Internet traffic is con· 
ducted in English as well. The 
same polling service also 
showed that, as the income 
and education of those polled 
increased, the amount of 
importance they placed on 
knowing a second language 
decreased. To be honest, it 
sounds much more convincing 
if you just say "the smart, sue· 
cessful people you probably 
want to emulate don't think 
knowing a second language 
matters that much." 
I applied to Trinity in the 
winter of 2006 and was more 
than pleased with the curricu· 
lum I had seen. I took a year 
off and then, suddenly, the 
summer before my freshman 
year like a bandit in the night, 
a neatly packaged letter 
arrived informing me that I 
would now have to complete a 
language requirement at 
Trinity. There is so much 
wrong with this that I can't 
even begin to describe. I _ 
applied to Trinity for a num· 
her of reasons, one of them 
being that I thought I would 
never have to stare down the 
barrel of a French text book 
again. (Admittedly part of 
that attitude stems from the 
unbearably outdated 80s pie· 
tures that inevitably infect all 
foreign language educational 
texts like crabs on a toilet 
seat.) But the administration's 
treatment of the language 
requirement is a pretty clear 
bait and switch. 
To not inform an incoming 
class of the institution of a 
language requirement until 
after they have all applied and 
accepted is at best "tigerish," a 
new term describing the abili· 
ty to totally screw up a situa · 
tion when you really didn't 
need to. How is it acceptable 
for a school to not inform stu· 
dents of this change, not only 
before they apply, but at least 
before they enrnll. How about 
I start a college, get students 
to enroll, and then once 
they've accepted, send a neat 
letter informing them that 
from here on out my college 
will be a clown college. Seem 
fair? Granted that is hyper· 
bole, but the principle remains 
the same. If you're like me, a 
language requirement seems 
about as a silly as clown col· 
lege. 
Is learning a new language 
a useful skill? Absolutely. But 
at most we all only have four 
or five years of undergraduate 
learning available in our life· 
time. Now, sprung upon us at 
unawares, two or three of 
these precious opportunities 
to learn about anything from 
the artistic mastery of the 
Renaissance to the intricacies 
of the Supreme Court have 
been denied to students in 
favor of spending hours learn· 
ing basic verb conjugations. 
Even the great Steve Jobs 
thanks the wide open curricu · 
lum at Reed College for giving 
him the chance to take a cal· 
ligraphy class, which was his 
whole inspiration for integrat· 
ing multiple typefaces and 
custom letter spacing into the 
first Macintosh computer. 
Look, I do not pretend to 
know what knowledge is most 
important, but I do know that 
I must now sacrifice ·time 
away from that for which I 
have true passion in favor of 
this linguistic drudgery. It is 
not too late! I believe this may 
be one instance where we can 
actually try to make a change 
here at Trinity! There is no 
cause more paramount than 
discovering passion in this 
life. Do not let this adminis· 
tration deny you the chance to 
find yours as you mundanely 
return to rudimentary high 
school-level language work. 
Filibuster Stays Far From Elimination 
ZACH SONENSHINE '11 
CON11UBUTING EDITOR 
Last spring, I wrote an op· 
ed about unchecked power. I 
talked about how the 
Republicans were going 
through a bit of an identity cri-
sis. Ultimately, I said that 
without the grounding of a con· 
structive minority, the 
Democrats may fall into the 
trappings of excessive and 
unchecked power. 
Well, things have played out 
a bit differently. Maybe the 
Democrats got my memo, 
because instead of waiting for 
the Republicans to get it 
together, the Democrats 
checked each other (the "big 
tent" is good for elections. It's 
not so good for legislating). It 
took a full year to reach a com· 
promise that satisfied all fac· 
tions and exposed the discrep· 
ancies of the Democratic party. 
While the Democrats were 
busy squandering their super 
majority, the Republicans were 
crafting their new identity. 
Unfortunately for the 
Democrats, the new identity of 
the Republican party is quite 
simple: block any Obama ini· 
tiative (no matter how conser 
vative it is) until the midterm 
election. 
Certainly this is not the 
kind of constructive minority to 
which I was referring when I 
wrote last spring. Nonetheless, 
it does seem like quite the 
savvy political strategy -
destructive, but savvy. Still, we 
are left with a broken system, 
at least temporarily. 
With the election of truck 
driving Cosmo model Scott 
Brown in Massachusetts, the 
Democrats are one vote short of 
a filibuster proof majority in 
the Senate, and with the 
emerging Republican strategy, 
the Senate is operating under 
tyranny of the minority. The 
Republicans have made their 
move - for better or worse -
and now the Democrats must 
make theirs. Many have dis· 
cussed the possibility of remov· 
ing the filibuster. While this is 
certainly a possibility , I believe 
that it is politically detrimental 
to do so. 
First, there are the immedi· 
ate consequences. If the 
Democrats eliminate the fili· 
buster, Republicans will likely 
stall at every chance they get, 
and make any legislative 
progress virtually impossible. 
see DEMOCRATIC on page 5 
Double-edged Sword: 
I Having a Car on Campus 
ABIGAIL ALDERMAN '11 
OPINIONS EDITOR 
During freshman year at 
Trinity, I begged and pleaded 
with my parents to have a car 
on campus the following year. I 
felt as if I were living in a bub· 
ble (though oftentimes a won· 
derful bubble) that, without a 
car, I could not occasionally 
burst out of. 
Without a car, even going to 
CVS for shampoo was an ordeal. 
I had to harass older friends and 
teammates for their cars, and 
then suffer the anxiety of trying 
to keep another person's car safe 
on the treacherous roads of 
Hartford, Conn. 
The summer before my soph· 
omore year, my parents finally 
granted my wish and allowed 
me to bring my car to campus. I 
imagined all of the off-campus 
lunches and shopping trips I 
would finally be able to have 
with my newly acquired mobili· 
ty. 
At first, having a car on cam· 
pus was everything I dreamed it 
would be. I felt as though I was 
experiencing an entirely differ 
ent Trinity, one where 
Chru.twells' food was not the 
only option. I could drive to 
early morning practice to avoid 
frostbite and save my parents 
the monotonous drive to pick me 
up for each break. However, I 
soon discovered that having a 
car in Hartford was a double· 
edged sword. 
Firstly, let me admit that I 
am not the world's best driver. 
Though I diligently try to be 
attentive, I often find myself to 
be a bit spastic on the road. My 
Dad's favorite thing to tell fami· 
ly friends is how I assuredly 
have a plaque with my name on 
it hanging in the car insurance 
office. Funny, Dad. 
For me, the biggest issue 
was always parallel parking. 
How very happy I was to find 
that most of the available stu· 
dent parking anywhere near 
anything at Trinity was in the 
parallel slots along Summit 
Street. I like to think that these 
past two years have improved 
my once frightening parallel 
parking skills, however, these 
far·f,rom·sizeable slots still take 
more than one try to get into. 
Furthermore, having to deal 
with Campus Safety with 
regard to automobiles is overly 
strenuous. I respect that the 
administration needs to make 
students pay to have a car on 
campus, but obtaining a sticker 
within your first few hours back 
on campus each year adds a 
massive burden to move·in day. 
Along with the coveted park-
ing sticker, you attain myriad 
leaflets indicating where and 
when you are allowed to park on 
campus. I found that many lots 
that are reserved for faculty 
parking during the day become 
available at night. But honestly, 
who wants to wake up before 8 
a.m. to move their cru.· down to 
the Ferris Lot? 
Continuing my problems 
with Campus Safety, who I per 
sonally think are all very friend· 
ly, hard ·working guys, I have to 
wonder what it is that they are 
allowed to do. I am aware that 
they do keep our campus safe 
from outsiders, but they are 
practically prohibited from help· 
ing students with car related 
issues. 
Last winter, I accidentally 
drove my car into a snow bank 
(obviously trying to parallel 
park along Summit Street). The 
back half of my car was sticking 
out into the street, blocking a 
good portion of the traffic flow. I 
called Campus Safety in a 
panic, and received the news 
that Campus Safety officers 
were no longer allowed to assist 
with snow related car issues. 
Even though my car was 
causing potential accidents 
along Summit Street, they still 
had no concern for my situation. 
Luckily, my friends arrived with 
a shovel, and a kind 
Hartfordian offered to bump my 
car out of the snowbank by hit· 
ting it with his truck. I'm not 
kidding. 
I fully understand that the 
Campus Safety officers have 
specific regulations by which 
they must abide, but why can't 
one officer have the position of 
helping students with car trou· 
bles, especially when these trou· 
ble are negatively affecting oth· 
ers? 
My last, and largest, prob· 
lem with car policies on campus 
is Trinity's towing policy. Last 
spring, during Reading Days, 
my car was ticketed and towed 
within two hours. How was I 
supposed to know in the span of 
two hours that my car had been 
ticketed and needed to be 
moved? I had to pull a friend out 
of the library, during a week 
that is already stressful enough, 
to drive me to "Friendly" Auto. (I 
use quotation marks in hopes of 
indicating just how friendly my 
experience there was.) 
I know all of these com· 
plaints can be met with the 
response that Trinity is just 
doing its job to maintain order 
on the campus; however, I will 
continue to find issue with the 
rules. From a more positive per 
spective, having a car on cam· 
pus has taught me a great deal 
about personal responsibility. 
While my dad still occasionally 
receives phone calls about my 
car's issues, I have learned to 
deal with many of these prob· 
lems myself, as a result of my 
tiresome, yet comical, experi· 
ences. 
Opinions put forth in this section are those of the writers themselves and ch not reflect the views of The Trinity Tripod nor of its staff. 
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Call for Cooler Community Service I Tripod Provides Outlet 
for Feisty Complainers ELIZA DROPKIN '13 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Before I begin I would like 
to throw out a disclaimer. 
What I am about to say is by 
no means a critique of the way 
community service works here 
at Camp Trin, but a call to 
arms against the widespread 
apathy our student body rev-
els in daily. The Tripocfs 
humor section once claimed 
that the number one hipster 
activity is apathy. Joking 
aside, if that's true, Trinity's 
student body is surpassing 
Skidmore's on the hipster 
scale. Who knew? I also write 
this article with hope because 
of the vast potential this cam-
pus has for doing good, a 
potential that just hasn't been 
quite tapped into yet (unlike 
Psi U's kegs early Thursday 
afternoon). 
Coming from a small school 
in upstate New York, I envi-
sioned Trinity to be a place 
where the student-body looked 
at the surrounding city streets 
with a vision of how we could 
use our resources to make 
them better. When I got to 
campus, however, I found a 
slightly different dynamic. To 
be completely fair, there are a 
number of people who are 
involved on campus. They vol-
unteer through programs such 
as M.D. Fox Elementary 
School, ConnPIRG, ACES, and 
a few other organizations. It is 
the off-campus work where we 
are slacking. 
At the same time, I know 
that there are people who sim-
ply can't make community 
service a priority because of 
school or athletics. Some stu -
dents are just not interested in 
volunteering. However, there 
is also another category of peo-
ple here at Trinity: those who 
would want to get involved on 
a semi-regular basis. These 
students are overwhelmed by 
the idea of committing to an 
organization, yet they would 
really like to spend a Saturday 
here or there helping out. I 
propose that if we can take the 
intimidation factor out of 
doing community service in 
our fine city of Hartford by 
making it more easily accessi-
ble and widely supported, then 
the amount of actual service 
being done can reflect Trinity's 
desire to give back to Hartford. 
You may be wondering how 
all this can come into fruition. 
Well, here's what I have in 
mind. After speaking with a 
number of students regarding 
their main concerns, I discov· 
ered, as I mentioned before, 
that they had to do with time 
commitments, safety, school 
support, and, to be frank, the 
"cool" factor. 
The idea was suggested by 
a group of peers that if the 
Office of Community Service 
and Civic Engagement could 
operate in the style of the 
Office of International 
Programs by offering a board 
with options of places to volun-
teer in Hartford (broken down 
into, say, five categories of 
hunger, children, education, 
adults, and animals) then peo-
ple could get involved in the 
specific category they are 
interested in. Perhaps there 
could be a bi-weekly e-mail 
from that subcategory inform-
ing those interested students 
about opportunities for the 
week. Along with the e-mails, 
the school could provide trans-
portation, if necessary, and 
back up that the sites involved 
are safe, which would make 
the idea of going out into the 
community less intimidating 
for those who don't really 
know the area. 
When the entire campus 
turns out for Spring Weekend 
and no one goes to Relay For 
Life the next morning, it says 
a lot. (Although that can 
essentially be attributed to 
poor planning.) Those events 
for which fraternities and 
sororities come out with their 
support are often the most 
highly-attended and partici-
pated in. Halloween on Vernon 
is always a hit and draws from 
almost the entire student 
body. It may seem to be an 
immature concept, but stu-
dents go along with what they 
think is cool. So why not make 
helping people out the cool I 
thing to do, especially when it 
provides such a rewarding 
feeling at the end of the day? 
I'm not asking for everyone 
at Trinity to make community 
service their passion, or trying 
to suggest that the community 
service already being complet-
ed on campus is in any way 
inadequate. For those of you 
who haven't met Joe Barber 
and the rest of the staff in the 
Community Service Office, it 
is absolutely worth your time 
to go downstairs in Mather 
and find out about the wonder 
ful work they are doing. Fight 
back against the apathy, 
because a little altruism mixed 
into your Sunday afternoon 
coffee is the best hangover 
cure I know. 
IDP: Independent Dedicated Pupils 
SARAH QUIRK '11 
COPY EDITOR 
I remember walking into 
my first class my freshman 
year (I'm sorry. I mean my 
"First-year") at Trinity at 8 
a.m., a little groggy and a lot 
hung-over, and plopping down 
into my chair to survey the col-
lege classroom scene that was 
LSC 134. All of the boys were 
sitting in the back with their 
hoods up, all of the over-achiev-
ing girls that weren't ready to 
commit to the front row that 
early in the morning were in 
the middle rows like myself, 
and, oddly enough, there were 
a couple of very old people sit-
ting in the front row. 
At first I thought that the 
oldest of the old people, a cute 
old man in a cable knit 
sweater-vest (and I don't use 
cute lightly when discussing 
old people; they're a hazard on 
the road and are responsible for 
upping taxes for Medicare) , 
MUST be the professor. But as 
it turns out, our professor was 
a woman in her late thirties 
who was much peppier and 
much more mobile than this 
man. 
After the first couple of 
weeks of Red-Bull (sugar-free, 
duh) induced attentiveness, I 
eventually determined that a) 
he was in fact a student and b) 
he really loved school. Being 
the na'ive freshman I was (I've 
matured greatly since then) , I 
asked around and found out 
that this old man was a part of 
the Individualized Degree 
Program for Adults, or what we 
all refer to as an IDP student. 
Now, having had many a class 
with these elusive IDP stu-
dents, I've determined that 
they are a professor's dream 
come true. 
For starters, IDP students 
usually aren't taking a full 
course load during the semes-
ter, since they have more 
important things to do with 
their lives, other than going to 
class, going to the Cave, going 
to the frats, then the Bistro, 
maybe to the library and/or 
gym (depending on your priori-
ties and vanity) , and repeating. 
And so, when professors are so 
considerate as to assume that 
all of us are only taking their 
class and assign an absurd 
amount of work the IDP stu-
dents take it in stride, and com-
plete all of their work, to the 
best of their ability, conse-
quently making the rest of us 
look awful in comparison. As a 
Teaching Assistant in a class of 
five IDP students, my e-mail 
inbox and I can confu·m this. 
The poor freshmen don't even 
have a chance. I mean, it would 
be a little depressing if I knew 
someone half my age was kick-
ing my ass in class while taking 
four other courses. 
IDP students also have no 
problem getting to class on 
time. They're all up at six in 
the morning anyway, so taking 
an 8 a.m. class is only logical. 
And because they all have to 
drive to class, none of them 
show up drunk, nor do they 
show up hungover, since it 
probably doesn't occur to a 40-
something-year-old mother of 
three to binge drink on a 
Thursday night. Surely those 
kids would grow up normally. 
But let's face it, the ulti-
mate reason these overachiev-
ing, high-strung students are 
the way they are, waving their 
arms high to ask provoking 
questions and make it well 
known that they read all of the 
assigned reading is well, 
because their parents aren't 
paying for their education like 
the rest of us. They are. 
MEGHAN McEVOY '11 
COPY EDITOR 
I was recently speaking with 
a friend of mine about our vari-
ous extracurricular activities 
when she said something I found 
interesting. She said she didn't 
like to read the Tripod because it 
seemed to be filled with nothing 
but endless, boring articles writ-
ten by people complaining about 
Trinity. I promptly slapped her 
in the face with my glove and 
challenged her to a. gentlemen's 
duel. After she refused and I 
realized that she was slightly 
bigger than me, I was forced to 
resort to using my words to per 
suade her. I told her that she 
was basically a Communist, 
because the ability to whine in a 
public forum such as the Tripod 
is a constitutional right and that 
her expression of distaste for 
such articles is un-American, to 
say the very least. Later that 
night, though, I still couldn't get 
our argument out of my head 
and so I decided to explore the 
issue of complaining in the 
Tripod. 
The Tripod is composed of six 
separate sections: "News," 
"Editorials," "Opinions," "Arts," 
"Features," and "Sports." Using 
a series of complex algorithms 
and an abacus, I was able to 
ascertain that the majority of 
these sections (four out of six) 
are, in fact, basically objective 
reporting of things that hap-
pened. Ipso facto, the majority 
of the Tripod is not subjective 
and therefore cannot consist of 
complaining, which means I won 
my argument. Nice. I will con-
cede that my calculations could 
be slightly off, owing to the fact 
that I don't know what 
"Features" means, but whatever. 
It's not like any of you are going 
to fact-check me. Anyway, from 
this conclusion, I reason that the 
majority of the complaining my 
friend was referring to must be 
from the "Opinions" section. 
A cursory look at the 
"Opinions" articles and com-
ments on the Tripod website 
reveal repeated usage of words 
such as "disappointment," "fail-
ure," "embarrassment," and ''big 
jerks." Interestingly, though one 
might reasonably assume that 
someone reserving the right to 
make lengthy indictments of 
Trinity would also have enough 
time to check out this new-fan-
gled computer program called 
"Spell-Check" that I keep hear-
ing so much about, this is actual· 
ly not the case. The articles are 
often highly suspect in terms of 
both style and content. Often, 
the most vocal contributors are 
so grammatically-challenged 
that their articles end up being 
studies in hilarious irony rather 
than the caustic observations 
they are intended to be. While 
the range of pertinent topics 
people have addressed is expan-
sive, ranging from fraternity 
paii;ies to cafeteria food, they all 
share one important similarity, 
and that is the writers' appar-
ently deep sense of moral indig-
nation. 
I know at this point many of 
you smart-alecks out there may 
be saying to yourselves, "Hey, 
Meghan. You are doing almost 
the exact same thing in your 
article right now, only slightly in 
a slightly less funny way. I also 
just counted over four egregious 
abuses of the English language 
in your introductory paragraph 
alone!" To this I say, 
"Sir/Ma.dam, this is a.n opinions 
article and not a God damn 
game of 'I Spy."' I am cognizant 
of the fact that I am complaining 
right now, and that my grammar 
is suspect, at best. I fully 
acknowledge these facts, and 
thus, any criticisms you may 
offer have been nullified. This is 
called "rhetoric," and it was 
invented by a Greek guy named 
Socrates back in the Middle 
Ages or something. I saw it in a 
Keanu Reeves movie one time. 
The details really aren't impor-
tant, but what is important is 
that now all future criticisms are 
rendered moot. 
As Trinity College students, I 
think it's fair to say we all have 
it pretty good. We're fed, clothed, 
and sheltered. We are getting a 
pretty impressive (and pretty 
expensive) education. With all of 
our privileges, what could we 
possibly have to complain about? 
How could we even begin to jus-
tify the act of complaining, when 
there are so many people who 
have it so much worse? I sup-
pose we really can't, but judging 
from all the bellyaching in the 
Tripod online archives, it isn't 
really stopping anyone. The 
question isn't whether or not we 
can feel reasonably justified in 
our complaining, but rather how 
to do it most effectively and pub· 
licly. Unfortunately, standing in 
the middle of the quad shouting 
doesn't really work that well. I 
know, because I've tried. So I 
suppose we should be grateful 
that the most vocal, indignant 
among us choose to write Tripod 
articles that we can ignore, line 
birdcages with, or perhaps even 
make fanciful paper hats out of, 
rather than literally get on soap-
boxes and assault our ears. 
As a final note, I would like 
to apologize for the way you are 
all reading this article today. I 
had originally intended for it to 
appear in bright red and blue 
print flag next to a picture of 
myself saluting, but evidently 
the Tripod has some silly policy 
of only using boring black ink. 
As I mentioned before, the right 
to free speech is a monumental-
ly important one that we as 
Americans are lucky enough to 
enjoy, and I plan on celebrating 
it by writing a lengthy indict-
ment of the Tripods draconian 
font policy in next week's edi-
tion. I humbly suggest you cele-
brate with me by ignoring it. 
Whether or not you choose to 
fashion it into a fancy tri-corner 
hat, I leave up to you. 
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Taking Our Politicians Off Pedestals 
GREG MONIZ '11 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
So try these on for size: after 
United States Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton lost the Iowa 
caucuses in January 2008, she 
had such a fit of entitlement that 
one of her most trusted advisors 
stated, "This woman shouldn't 
be president." Within 10 years of 
being in politics, former North 
Carolina senator John Edwards' 
personal transformation was so 
vast that the humble son of a 
mill worker developed a pen-
chant for flying exclusively on 
private jets and a level of arro-
gance so great that he thought 
he could get away with conduct-
ing, and videotaping, an extra-
marital affair. His wife 
Elizabeth, otherwise known as 
the woman America just always 
wanted to hug, fares no better. 
Those close to the Edwards fam-
ily have labeled her "an abusive, 
intrusive, paranoid, condescend-
ing crazywoman." 
These tales come 
"Game Change," a fun, 
from 
whirl-
wind behind the scenes account 
of the 2008 presidential cam-
paign co-authored by New York 
Magazine political correspon-
dent John Heilemann and Time 
Magazine editor-at-large Mark 
Halperin. 
The book fed my interest into 
what makes our candidates 
tick-what really influences 
them to make the decisions that 
ultimately adjust the course of 
history. But what fascinated me 
the most were these ugly, scan-
dalous stories of the petty and 
personal. Some of the behind 
closed-door antics rival those 
ridiculed as the nadir of 
American society on "The Jerry 
Springer Show." 
It's taken almost a year and 
a half since the election for these 
supposedly factual vignettes to 
be published. And their authen-
ticity is still being debated, 
mainly because the whole 
extraction process, which includ-
ed over 100 in-depth interviews, 
involved a clear agreement that 
everything would be anony-
mous. There are some hints of 
credibility, though, as the 
authors are both widely respect-
ed and well-connected political 
jmll'nalists. 
These stories beg the ques-
tions: why is there such a huge 
discrepancy between the leaders 
we know and the "real'' versions 
of them? How are we able to 
have confidence in their abilities 
if behind the scenes they are 
often shadows of the selves they 
claim to be as they pose and 
preen in front of the cameras? 
If we lived in a society of full 
disclosure, with everything out 
in the open, it's possible that our 
political system would be at a 
constant gridlock, as we could 
never pick a candidate that 
seemed less dysfunctional than 
the crazy cat lady that lives 
three houses down. 
But this is because we make 
our elected officials stay on an 
impossibly high moral 
pedestal-one that most of us 
would have trouble standing on. 
Whether subconscious or not, it 
makes us feel better to think of 
our leaders as angels. But by 
striking this bargain where vic-
tory comes to those who 
portray themselves as most 
righteous, we risk creating in 
them the vices that pretending 
breeds. 
The illusions that they dis-
play give them enough liberty to 
think they can get away with 
anything. The line of thinking 
goes something like this: If I can 
convince America I'm this way, 
then I'm so good that I can do 
whatever the hell I want. 
This thought process created 
the Edwards sex tape, the solici-
tation of a high-class hooker by 
former New York Governor Eliot 
Spitzer, and the exotic 
Argentinian love affair of South 
Carolina Governor Mark 
Sanford. 
I bet we would be a better 
nation, personally and political-
ly, if we threw all the illusions 
out the window and let our lead-
ers say "I'm not perfect" before 
the incidents occur, and not 
after. If we knocked down the 
opposite pillars of perfection and 
transgression, maybe they'd fall 
smack dab in the middle of nor-
mal. 
5 
Democratic Power Does 
Not Guarantee Success 
continued from page 3 
Then there are the longer-
term consequences. 
Eliminating the filibuster would 
be an early election present to 
the Republicans. Accusations 
that Democrats changed the 
rules during the middle of the 
game would be inevitable. The 
Republicans are in campaign 
mode and combating GOP cam-
paigns with attempted substan-
tive legislation is clearly a fail-
ing strategy. The Democrats 
have forgotten that the cam-
paign does not end after the 
election is over. The permanent 
campaign-for better or 
worse--is alive and well, and 
the Democrats must take note. 
President Obama is well 
aware of this, and has lately 
become candidate Obama yet 
again. This was made evident 
in his State of the Union 
address and then in his recent 
visit with the Republican cau-
cus. Still, many Democrats are 
so consumed with passing 
health care legislation that they 
have lost sight of the campaign. 
Perhaps if Democrats could 
take a step back, they would see 
that political victories must pre-
cede legislative victories, and 
right now, they are due for a 
political victory. 
While the filibuster may be 
ineffective, and even counter 
productive in nature, its elimi-
nation is not in the near future. 
With that said, the Democrats 
must build filibuster proof 
majorities. Though the root of 
the Republican strategy is to 
block any bill that the President 
will sign, Democrats cannot win 
in the legislative arena without 
first winning in the political 
arena. Yes, this is something 
that is foreign to Democrats, 
but it is time to sharpen the 
knives. 
The current Republican 
strategy is not self-sustaining, 
and Democrats must exploit 
that. Democrats need not 
whine or change the rules of the 
game. Rather, they must follow 
in the President's footsteps, 
retaliating politically. In what 
was great political theater, 
Obama forced "the party of no" 
to get on board with his agenda, 
not through ultimatums or con-
demnation, but rather through 
inclusion and collective partici-
pation. 
If only for one night, Obama 
framed the debate in such a way 
that his opposition could not 
afford to object. What remains 
to be seen is whether that trend 
will continue. 
]l ong t e UJfjat are l)our pf ans 
ong Walk for tJaf entine' s lt>al)? 
"I'm ordering 
Wings Over West 
Hartford ... like I do 
every year ... it's a 
tradition." 
Sarah Quirk '11 
"I will be filling out 
applications for 
research experi-
ence this summer." 
Ryan Zukus '11 
"To go on a hot 
date." 
Liz Rechter '10 
"I'll be skiing." 
Drew Kelly '13 
"I'm going to the 
Vagina Monologues 
at Smith and drag-
ging my boyfriend 
along." 
Jocelyn Schur '11 
"My mom is coming 
up for her birthday 
and we are going 
out to dinner. n 
Brad Daiber '13 
"I'm going to 
f***ing Boston to 
see my Dad and 
brother." 
Sarah Millar '11 
"I'm going to buy 
my roommate a 
goldfish and see 
how long she can 
keep it alive." 
Alex Aldredge '11 
"The only love of 
my life ts basket· 
ball." 
Becca Cohn '11 
NEWS 
The Trinity Tripod 
Serious Crime in Hartford Declines in 2009, HPD Report Shows 
continued from page 1 
percent decrease from 2008, 
while the motor vehicle theft 
cases dropped 24. 7 percent. A 
24.3 percent decrease was 
recorded for rape cases as well. 
Despite these historic lows, 
violent crime is still a concern 
for the HPD. There was one 
more homicide in 2009 than in 
2008, increasing from 32 to 33. 
Though some Part I Crimes 
have decreased, others rose in 
number. Aggravated assault 
rose 16.2 percent, while there 
was a 12 percent increase in 
burglaries. Shooting incidents 
went up 9.2 percent; however, 
the number of reported shooting 
victims dropped 3.9 percent. 
Violent crimes increased 
overall, rising 5.3 percent this 
past the year. The number of 
violent crimes in Hartford has 
stayed somewhat constant since 
2003, although the number 
went from 1,537 cases to 1,619 
cases from 2008 to 2009. 
In contrast, there was a 
decrease of 3.9 percent in prop· 
erty crimes. Since 2003 the 
reported number of property 
crimes has gone from 10,959 to 
6,316, which represents a 44 
percent decrease. 
The past year also saw many 
increases in arrests, with the 
largest being a 34.1 percent 
increase in burglary arrests. 
There was also a 30.6 percent 
increase in aggi·avated assault. 
Overall their Part I Crime 
arrests went up 6.6 percent 
throughout 2009. 
The HPD had 212 firearm 
related arrests over the year, 
and seized 449 guns. This repre· 
sents the highest amount of 
guns seized within a year 
besides the 2006 figure of 500 
guns; however, that was the 
year of the Muska arrest which 
resulted in the seizure of 91 
guns. This was when David and 
Cheryl Muska were arrested for 
possessing firearms which they 
would exchange for narcotics. 
In response to this report, 
the HPD have numerous initia· 
tives that they plan on either 
continuing or implementing 
throughout 2010. Focus is going 
to be put on patrol strategies, 
including the creation of a 
Midnight Street Crime Unit 
and Specialized Condition 
Teams. 
There also are plans for 
more High Visibility Patrols, 
including mounted horseback 
patrols and bicycle patrols. 
Officers also plan on having tar 
geted deployment to hot spots of 
crime around Hartford, and also 
strengthen their DUI enforce· 
-27.9!6 Reduction In Part 1 Cnme 
owr Ille last 5 year, 
.u,,; 
COURTESY OF HARTFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT 
A graph from the report shows the decrease in Part I Crime over the past 5 years. 
ment. amount of youth who are not in 
Initiatives for investigative school. Officers will team up 
strategies are being considered with the Community Court yet 
as well, such as support for fam· again to continue the program 
ilies of homicide victims. The that began in 2007. The pro· 
HPD also plans on creating a gram will be supported by the 
Violent Crime Impact Team, an Travelers' Foundation and the 
Auto Theft Task Force, and a U.S. Department of Justice, and 
Shooting Team which will be a will be facilitated by 
multi-agency collaboration that Congressman John Larson. 
targets Hartford's most violent Hartfords' Sex Offender 
offenders.· A Gun Buy Back Registry Unit will continue to 
Program also is being created, be a focus; it presently is lead· 
which will help to continue low· ing the state at almost a 90 per 
ering the number of firearm cent compliance rate. 
arrests. A Domestic Violence Unit is 
The HPD will be continuing going to be implemented after it 
their Truancy Reduction was recorded that 32.4 percent 
Program, hoping to decrease the of the aggravated assault cases 
were domestic violence related. 
There also will be the imple· 
mentation of the fourth year of 
the Neighborhood Policing Plan, 
which has recently seen new 
promotions and 33 new recruits. 
The HPD also has ordered 
tasers for officers to use and will 
begin training soon, hoping to 
lessen personal injury to both 
officers and suspects. 
Plans for Youth Programs 
are also in production, including 
a sports mentoring program and 
the Piece of the Pie Summer 
Youth Art Program at the HPD. 
The Police Youth Initiative will 
involve youth training through 
the North American Family 
Institute, and there will be the 
creation of the , Peace builders 
Program, through a collabora· 
tion with the City of Hartford 
Office of Youth Services. 
In response to the entire 
report, Chief of Police Daryl K 
Roberts was proud of what had 
been accomplished, but still rec· 
ognized work needed to be done. 
"With respect to the num· 
hers, we are competing against 
our own success," he said, "But 
there is a pocket of violence that 
is unsettling to us. L . .] We want 
people to be patient. These are 
tough times for the police 
department." 
Power Plant Explosion Proves Fatal 
Want to 
Contribute to 
the Tripod? 
ALLISON PICKENS '12 
- NEWS EDITOR 
According to CNN reports, 
five people were killed and at 
least 12 were injured after a 
gas explosion at the Kleen 
Power Plant in Middletown, 
Conn. on Sunday, Feb. 7 at 
n:19 a.m. Middletown is 
approximately 20 miles south 
of Hartford. The accident 
report was under construction 
and was 95 percent complete, 
according to local officials. 
Plant workers were purg· 
ing a natural gas pipeline 
when the explosion occurred 
and residents up to 20 miles 
away reported hearing and 
feeling the blast. Gas line 
purging has been the focus of 
safety board investigations 
after a Slim Jim factory 
exploded and killed four people 
in North Carolina last year. 
Last week, the board sug· 
gested that "national and 
international code writers 
strengthen their guidelines to 
require outdoor venting of gas 
lines or an approved safety 
plan to do it indoors." 
"It felt like the house was 
shaking," said Peter Moore, 
who lives about 10 miles away 
from the blast site, in Durham, 
Conn. 
"It sounded like someone 
pounded on the back door a 
couple of times," Moore's moth· 
er, who lines 20 miles away in 
Woodbridge, Conn., said. 
Middletown Mayor Sebastian 
Giuliano ruled out terrorism 
as a cause. "There is no pres· 
ent or continuing threat to 
anybody from either sub· 
stances getting into the atmos· 
phere or of a possible subse· 
quent explosion," Giuliano 
said. 
The United States 
Chemical Safety and Hazard 
Investigation Board is current· 
ly investigating the cause of 
the explosion. The 620· 
megawatt plant was undergo· 
ing construction in order to 
produce energy using solely 
natural gas. 
Kleen Energy Systems LLC 
run :by former Middletown 
City Councilman William 
Corvo. Calls to Corvo's home 
went unreturned. General 
manager of Power Plant 
Management Services Gordon 
Holk was also unable to 
reached by press time. 
On site at the time of the 
explosion were 50 to 60 con· 
struction workers and plant 
personnel. Currently, search 
and rescue teams are attempt· 
ing to locate further victims 
trapped in the rubble. 
However, Deputy Fire Marshal 
Al Santostefano noted · that 
dogs have not detected any 
signs of life. 
Middlesex Hospital in 
Middletown received ll 
patients after the explosion. 
Two sustained serious enough 
injuries to be flown to a hospi· 
tal in Hartford and another in 
New Haven, according to the 
Hospital's site. The other 
patient's injuries were "mainly 
to the extremities, including 
broken bones, blunt trauma 
and abdominal paints," the 
Hospital noted. 
An emergency room physi· 
cian on scene Dr. Jonathan 
Bankoff told various news 
reporters that patients were 
thrown 30 to 40 feet because of 
the blast. 
Connecticut Governor M. 
Jodi Rell visited the blast area 
on Sunday afternoon and 
announced a "temporary no·fly 
zone for a three-mile radius 
around the site to ensure that 
the safety of the search and 
rescue workers would not be 
jeopardized." 
Natural gas is used to 
make about one fifth of the 
United States' electricity. 
Currently, power plants are 
utilizing natural gas for their 
energy as natural gas compa· 
nies have begun to unlock gas 
supplies that could "total more 
than 100 years at current 
usage levels," according to 
MSNBC. 
Interested in Writing 
for Ne'1Vs? 
Contact Allison Pickens 
or Greg Leitao at 
allison.pickens@ 
trincoll.eclu or 
gregory.leitao@trincoll.edu 
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Unpopularity, Controversy Force Senator Dodd into Retirement 
ALLISON PICKENS '12 
NEWS EDITOR 
Senator Christopher J. Dodd (D· 
Conn.) announced that he would not 
run for reelection in the 2010 
Connecticut Senatorial race. In a 
scheduled news conference on 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, Dodd, 65, publi· 
cized his retirement after five consec· 
utive terms as a Connecticut senator. 
In his retirement speech, Dodd 
noted, "Every six years over the past 
three decades, I have invited you to 
join me at our home to share in my 
decision to seek election and re·elec· 
tion to the United States Senate. 
"On each of these occasions I have 
begun my remarks by observing that 
every important journey in life 
begins and ends at home. Today is no 
exception. 
"What is different about today, 
however, i_s not to announce the 
beginning of yet another campaign 
for the Senate, but rather to 
announce that after 35 years of rep· 
resenting the people of Connecticut 
in the United States Congress, I will 
not be a candidate for re-election this 
November [...] On this, the 6th of 
January, the Epiphany, 2010, I am 
still driven by the same passions that 
motivated me to try my hand at poli-
tics so many years ago. Just as I've 
encouraged the people of 
Connecticut, I am looking to the 
future with a spirit of optimism and 
confidence. 
"Finally, once again, thank you for 
the opportunity you've given me to 
serve." 
Christopher Dodd withdram from the Senate race, 
Dodd's decision to withdraw from 
the race came after months of dwin· 
dling polls and controversial involve· 
ment in programs, leading to wide· 
spread concern amongst the 
Democratic Party that Dodd would 
need to retire for the party to have a 
chance at retaining the senatorial 
seat. 
Over the past year and a half, Dodd 
has received criticism from both par-
ties. Dodd was the author of legisla· 
tion rewriting housing mortgage rules 
in 2008, which many found to be 
delayed because of Dodd's presidential 
aspirations. 
Dodd was also involved in the "700 
billion dollar bailout of Wall Street; 
key portions of the 787 billion dollar 
stimulus package; a consumer protec· 
tion bill overseeing the credit card 
industry; and the nearly 900 billion 
dollar health-care legislation that has 
passed the Senate and is in final nego· 
tiations with the House now," accord· 
ing to the Washington Post. 
the 1970s his father, Thomas', foot· 
steps. Christopher Dodd, like Thomas, 
was elected to the Senate after three 
terms in the House of Representatives. 
In 1994, Dodd ran for Democratic 
leader but lost to Thomas A. Daschle 
The Wall Street financial bailout 
faced immense criticism and the stim· 
ulus package received harsh backlash 
when the AIG executives 
received seven ·figure 
bonuses shortly after the 
package bailed out the 
company. 
Dodd was also 
involved in a controver-
sial VIP mortgage load 
_program overseen by a 
contentious Wall Street 
financier. 
Dodd was accused of 
receiving special treat· 
ment in his acquisition of 
a mortgage loan from 
Countrywide Financial. 
Because of his involve· 
ment with the company, 
many believed Dodd was 
friends with Countrywide 
chief executive Angelo 
Mozilo. 
The United States 
"What is different about today, 
however, is not to announce 
the beginning of yet another 
campaign for the Senate, but 
rather to announce that after 
35 years of representing the 
peopleo f Connecticut in the 
United States Congress, I will 
not be a candidate for re-elec-
tion this November[ ... ] On 
this, the 6th of January, the 
Epiphany, 2010. I am still driv-
en by the same passions that 
motivated me to try my hand at 
politics so many years ago. " 
(D·S.D.). 
In 1996, 
President Bill 
Clinton selected 
Dodd to chair the 
Democratic National 
Committee. 
In 2004, Dodd 
began planning 
for a presidential 
campaign m 
2008. 
Knowing he 
was a long shot 
for the Democratic 
seat, Dodd and 
his family moved 
to Iowa in hopes 
of creating 
excitement in the 
state. 
However, voters 
from Connecticut 
Securities and Exchange 
Committee arrested 
Mozilo in June of 2009 
Christopher J. Dodd were upset with 
Connecticut Democratic Dodd's decision to 
for insider trading and 
securities fraud. Dodd 
insisted he was unaware of Mozilo's 
inclusion with the program. The 
Senate Ethics Committee later cleared 
Senator leave, eventually 
ruining his cam· 
paign. 
Connecticut's Attorney General, 
Richard Blumenthal, is slated to rep· 
resent the Democratic Party and run 
for Dodd's seat. 
On the Republican side, 
him of any wrongdoing. However, 
many voters could not separate Dodd 
and Mozilo and Dodd's campaign again 
suffered. 
Representative Rob Simmons and 
businesswoman Linda McMahon are 
Dodd began his political career in battling it out for the nomination. 
Trin. Participates in Nat'l Recycling Competition SGA Elections' 
Results Bring 
New Members 
ALEXANDER WHITE '12 
~WSWRITER 
As Recyclemania enters its third 
week at Trinity, the numbers are show· 
ing significant room for improvement 
in student involvement. With seven 
weeks of competition remaining, stu· 
dents have more time to start being 
mindful of the environment and recy· 
cling the basics, such as plastic, glass 
and paper. 
Recyclemania is a waste-reduction 
initiative that members of the 
American College and University 
Presidents' Climate Commitment 
(AUCPCC) are encouraged to partici· 
pate in as one of their two immediate 
efforts to reduce their carbon foot· 
prints. 
President James F. Jones, Jr. signed 
the AUCPCC in 2007, and this is the 
second year Trinity has participated in 
Recyclemania. 
Five hundred and ten colleges par-
ticipated in the Recyclemania competi-
tion last year, with the overall goal of 
promoting recycling on campus in 
order to reduce waste. 
Weekly reports measure the 
amount of recycled material versus 
trash. Trinity is compared per capita 
against other colleges. 
In the first week, the percentage of 
overall waste recycled at Trinity was 
17.86 percent, or 8,439.00 lbs. Last 
week the recycle rate was 12.42 per-
cent (5,370.00 lbs). 
Rutgers University leads our com· 
petition division with a 58.91 percent 
recycling rate, showing that Trinity 
has a lot of room for improvement in 
the remaining seven weeks of the com· 
petition. 
Trinity is currently 187th in its 
division of 315 for cumulative pounds 
of recycling. 
President of Green Campus 
Elisabeth Cianciola continues to 
express concern for the large waste vol· 
ume that results from our massive con· 
sumption of disposable goods on cam -
pus. 
Action Plan. 
Misbach has said that some of the 
College's goals are identifying and fix· 
ing areas of buildings where heat is 
being lost, persuading building occu· 
pants to close windows so that heating 
and cooling systems can work more 
efficiently, monitoring electricity usage 
by using metering devices, and identi-
"I hope that 
through initiatives 
like Recyclemania 
the Trinity commu· 
nity will embrace 
recycling as an 
everyday habit 
instead of recycling 
only when it is con· 
venient to do so," 
she said. 
"I hope that through initiatives 
like Recyclemania the Trinity 
fying inefficiencies 
associated with the 
Chartwells food serv· 
community will embrace the 
recycling as an everyday habit 
instead of recycling only when 
ice. 
"If we don't give 
people the data, they 
won't have the knowl-
edge they need to 
effect change," said it is convenient to do so." 
Misbach. 
This 
Elisabeth Cianciola Recyclemania gives 
students a unique 
opportunity to moni· 
year, 
Trinity is participat· 
ing in Recyclemania 
President of Green Campus 
in conjunction with the Sustainability 
Task Force's 13 Steps to a Greener 
Bantam Footprint initiative. 
"The idea of this program is to 
spend each of the thirteen weeks of the 
semester focusing on a different way in 
which we can use resources sustain· 
ably," said Cianciola. 
Since President Jones signed on to 
the AUCPCC, Trinity has since submit· 
ted a Climate Action Plan designed to 
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 
half by 2050. 
Shorter-term goals are to reduce the 
College's greenhouse gas emissions by 
10 percent by 2020, and by 20 percent 
by 2030. 
Environmental Health and Safety 
Manager and Sustainability 
Coordinator Karen Misbach has been 
the College's leader of the Climate 
tor how their efforts to 
recycle directly affect school-wide 
waste statistics each week. 
Cianciola and Green Campus do not 
see the College's participation in 
Recyclemania as an indicator of envi· 
ronmental consciousness. 
"While I am proud that Trinity is 
participating in Recyclemania, our par-
ticipation by no means makes us a 
leader in environmental stewardship 
among colleges. It merely puts us on 
par with what we should be doing," 
said Cianciola. 
While the long-term goals of reduc· 
ing Trinity's environmental impact 
may rely on technology that is not yet 
available, ideas for the near future 
include expanding the Zip Car pro· 
gram, instituting a bicycle-sharing pro· 
gram later this semester, and switch· 
ing more campus vehicles to hybrids. 
continued from page 1 
forward to a possible Intramural 
Oympics and a possible Spring Do It 
Day." 
In the race for the Vice President of 
Finance position, Pratheek Kalyanapu 
'12 won over Lillie Lavado '10, 277 to 
214. 
As for the new Executive Vice 
President, Terry Reilly '12 came out on 
top with 333 votes while Will Yale '12 
lost with 161 votes. 
SGA President Andrew Grubin '10 
has high hopes after seeing the results 
of the elections. 
'1 am very excited about working 
with our newly elected SGA members," 
he said. "It is clear from their enthusi· 
asm about the job that they will be a 
tremendous help in serving the stu -
dent body. I am especially pleased with 
our new vice presidents -- Terry Reilly, 
Pratheek Kalyanapu, and Leslie Jones 
- who have already contributed to our 
College through their past roles. Their 
diverse experiences in various leader-
ship positions at the School will prove 
critical in accomplishing some of our 
key objectives for the semester." 
Those with questions, concerns, or 
suggestions for the SGA are encour· 
aged to visit the SGA offices which are 
located in Jones 101, 102, 103, and 105 
or visit their Web site at 
http://www.trinigtySGA.com for more 
details. 
FEATURES 
Seniors Trek to Stamford Tf~;ri~!s;ii~ger" Show, Live to Tell Tale 
JAMES E. KUKSTIS '10 
FEATURES EDITOR 
ence, which ranged from boring ("What 
is your favorite episode?") to the racy 
("How old are you? Do you still stand 
When you think of the cultural tall?''). After Springer warmed up the 
opportunities in the Hartford area, a crowd, he disappeared until minutes 
few things come to mind. Plays at the later when he reappeared, sliding down 
Bushnell, maybe concerts in New a fireman's pole through a cloud of 
Haven, exhibits at the Athaneum. smoke. He then greeted the crowd, 
Yesterday, two friends and I traveled a walking around and shaking hands. We 
little further outside the Hartford area had front row seats, and were three of 
to witness a historical part of American the lucky few he greeted. Our seats also 
television: a taping of "The Jerry allowed us to talk to Springer between 
Springer Show." Sam Newman '10 pro· the segments of the show; he even sang 
cured the tickets, fulfilling one of his Blanks a quick little song, asking if 
personal lifelong dreams. Sarah Blanks "Spring Break meant nothing?" Blanks, 
'10 also accompanied us to the Rich 1 :'I the most 
Forum in Stamford, Conn. •'JS ~1°1\, cons er -
After waiting in the-.•11'\i;., ~ '-)~> vative of 
cold for a few minutes we1J ._.. ~~ '-'. the three of us, 
were ushered inside• ~"\."~ was made a little 
through security, where our-=,.V, ~ uncomfortable. 
outfits were also examinedv The show we saw 
Correspondence before the taping date taped was about men 
instructed us to "dress appropriately in who were having a hard 
business casual attire," a memo that time sticking with just 
was apparently not forwarded to much one woman. The first 
of the crowd. The gathered masses were segment was particular 
perhaps exactly what you would expect ly memorable for one of 
at a taping of this show: a mixture of the guests ripping out 
"Jersey Shore" rejects, older women, the other's weave dur 
and rowdy college students, ourselves ing a fight. The weave 
included (though one fellow audience was then tossed around 
member told us on the way in that she the audience like a 
was "s1uprised to see kids like [us]" beach ball, leaving its 
there. owner looking like 
After receiving instructions from the Buckwheat from "The 
show's staff on when to boo, when to Little Rascals." The sec· 
hiss, when to cheer ("the louder you ond two segments were 
cheer the better the fight will be"), and similarly themed, and 
when to chant "JER-RY, JER-RY'' with during the final seg· 
ment, when audience 
members get the chance 
to ask the guests ques· 
myself stepped up to the mic. We will 
have to wait and see if our questions 
make the final cut of the show. The 
entire thing was a well-oiled machine, 
and it felt like the taping was over far 
too soon. I was skeptical going in to it, 
not being a huge fan of the show like 
Newman, but it was a surreal and 
shocking experience. And while I have 
my suspicions about how much of the 
show is scripted, or at least set up (says 
a fan of "The Hills"), maybe that's part 
of the fun. Having been on the air for so 
long, there are only so many perverts, 
prostitutes, and men sleeping with 
their mother-in-laws. 
Final Thoughts courtesy of Newman 
(in the Springer spirit): "I think the 
[show] is the most applicable show on 
television to life. Victimization. You 
slept with your mother-in-law and you 
now wonder why your wife is pissed off 
at you. It is the epitome of people put· 
ting themselves in the victim position 
in hopes that the world will pity them 
as a victim. That is perhaps the most 
universal trait of humanity: the desire 
to be pitied and loved even when you 
knowingly placed yourself in a position 
to be hurt." 
SARAH BLANKS '10 
an accompanying fist-pump, the big 
man himself came out and did about 10 
minutes of topical stand-up comedy 
before taking questions from the audi· tions, both Newman and Newman '10 and Kukstis '10 are forcibly restrained by a member of the security team for "The Jerry Springer Show". 
Freshmen Travelers Offer Insight on Winter Break Tibet Trip 
DIANALESTZ '13 & 
BRANDON ZINN '13 
FEATURES CONTRIBUTORS 
Brandon: 
When I came to Trinity College this 
fall I never imagined in my wildest 
dreams that I would be spending my 
winter break with 25 students, faculty 
and parents in the Tibetan 
Autonomous Region of China. Yet there 
I was in Bradley International Airport, 
two days after Christmas, waiting to 
fly to Chicago and then Shanghai. 
The trip was 18 days, the majority 
spent in Lhasa, the capital of Tibet, 
and the rest visiting other major cities 
and monasteries. All the major tourist 
attractions were on the itinerary - the 
Potala Palace (built by the fifth Dalai 
Lama and used as the seat of govern· 
ment until the invasion of the Chinese 
in 1959), the Jokhang temple (the most 
sacred place for Tibetan Buddhists), 
the Reting Monastery (whose monks 
selected the current Dalai Lama), and 
the three biggest cities in Tibet. I'm not 
nearly an eloquent enough writer to do 
justice to all the things that I saw -
some of the chapels were from the sixth 
century - but that's not why I'm writ· 
ing this article. The most striking 
thing I took from the trip was the 
DIAN,\ LESTZ '13 
The old house of the 14th Dalai Lama, one of the many tops made by rhe Trinity group on their trip. 
Tibetans themselves, a people who 
haven't been free from oppression for 
over 50 years. 
In 1950 the Chinese invaded Tibet 
and in 1959 the Dalai Lama fled to 
India and the Chinese assumed full 
control of the country. Since then the 
Chinese have devastated the culture, 
history, identity, and population of 
Tibet itself. During the Cultural 
Revolution over 95 percent of the tem· 
ples and monasteries that could be 
found in Tibet were destroyed by the 
Chinese. Since then the Chinese have 
systematically begun a process of 
assimilating Tibet into modern ·day 
Chinese culture. In Lhasa, the home of 
the Jokhang temple and Potala Palace, 
the Chinese population, according to a 
Chinese census, is somewhere around 
10 percent of the total population; 
however, the reality is that the 
Chinese make up the majority of the 
population of Lhasa - somewhere clos· 
er to 70 percent. This is evident as you 
drive through the streets of the city, 
finally arriving in the Tibetan area -
imagine it as the 'China Town' of New 
York. 
Diana: 
Beyond here, traditional Tibetan 
architecture gives way to neon signs 
and dive bars, flanked by chintzy 
hotels and Canon-toting Chinese 
tourists. Chinese that visit Tibet typi· 
cally stay only at Chinese-owned 
hotels, eat only traditional Chinese 
food, and hire only Chinese tour 
guides. B1:1t in the area surrounding 
the Jokhang, a glimpse at old Tibet is 
possible. Here in Barkhor Square, our 
group found ourselves swept into a 
mob of circumambulation. 
Circumambulation, or the act of cir-
cling a sacred place, is a factor congru· 
ent with the Tibetan theme of move· 
ment. As devout Buddhists walk 
around and around the J okhang, there 
is no choice for the tourist but to follow 
the tide. This is no easy task, as the 
traffic is consistently shoulder to 
shoulder, and many times to cross the 
street one must wait for an opportuni· 
ty to sprint between people. The only 
intrusion upon the quaint cobblestones 
and spiritual ambience are the Chinese 
troops that sullenly patrol the streets, 
toting guns and grim expressions. 
That, and the security cameras and 
rooftop snipers that govern every cor-
ner in this section of the city. 
Besides our time spent in Lhasa, 
the group toured the cities of Shigatse 
and Gyantse. For many, however, the 
pastoral highlight of the trip was the 
locale of Reting. His Holiness the 14th 
Dalai Lama has said that should he 
ever return to Tibet, he would prefer to 
live, not in the Potala Palace, but in 
Reting. And upon visiting it was clear 
to see why one would feel this way: sur 
rounded by beautiful trees and based 
at the foot of many mountains, the 
monastery is a picture of tranquility. 
In the end, our group left Tibet with a 
bittersweet feeling - a pit in our stom -
achs from the destruction and police 
state, and a majestic wonder for the 
glorious people and sights we had 
encountered. 
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Dr, 
Dear Dr. Trincest, 
I'm in a bit of a pickle. I've 
been hooking up and hanging out 
with a great guy I met a couple 
weeks ago, but we're not dating 
yet. Now Valentine's Day is com· 
ing up, and I don't know if we 
should be doing anything for the 
occasion. What do you think? 
From, 
What Would Cupid Do? 
DearWWCD? 
This does sound like a complicated 
situation. You don't want to do nothing, 
for fear of making him think you're not 
interested in him, but you also don't 
want to expect a romantic dinner and 
lavish gifts as if you're in a serious rela· 
tionship. You're best bet is to aim some· 
where in the middle ... to be honest, 
probably closer to the nothing side. 
You might want to start by casually 
asking him if he has any Valentine's 
Day plans. His response should be a 
good gauge of what you should expect 
from him. If he doesn't seem down to 
celebrate, don't push it, and maybe take 
it as an indicator that he's not ready to 
take your relationship to the next level. 
On the other hand, if he wants to 
spend Valentine's with you, you've got a 
date! It's up to you if you want to get 
him a gift. Go out shopping with your 
f · nd and see if anything at the mall 
catches your eye as something he would 
like. The key is that it should be some· 
thing small, and when you give it to him 
you're nonchalent about it. Do not 
expect a gift in return; just make it clear 
that you saw it and thought of him. 
Keep in mind that if he does want to 
make a date, he should make it with at 
least some advance notice. Beware of 
last·minute plans and certainly do not 
succumb to a Valentine's booty call if 
you want more than that. If he can't 
take the initiative to reserve you on this 
• 
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special day, you have better ways to 
spend your time. 
Dear Dr. Trincest, 
How old is too old? I've been ... 
seeing . .. an IDP student since 
we've been back for this semester, 
but my friends keep telling me 
that the age difference is some· 
thing I should be concerned 
about. It hasn't caused any prob· 
lems in the relationships yet, but 
should I be worried? I think I am 
pretty much as mature as him, 
though, and isn't that what's 
important? 
Love, 
Is age more than just a 
number? 
Dear College Tail, 
Sorry, I'm sure you mean more than 
that to him. You didn't reveal your and 
your IDP friend's ages, but it seems like 
if it was just a few years, your friends 
wouldn't be questioning your relation· 
ship quite so much. Maybe you should 
ask them what characteristics of the 
relationship concern them. That being 
said, a larger age gap is not always the 
kiss of death as long as you don't let it 
turn into a power struggle. Really, you 
should be asking yourself the same 
questions you should be asking with 
any guy: DQes. he respect you and treat 
you like an equal? Does he make you 
feel special? Are you on similar wave· 
lengths? If the answers are yes, you 
probably don't have anything to worry 
about. 
Are you currently mending a broken 
heart? Wondering how to spice up your 
usual hookup? In desperate need of 
some wonderful non-partial advice from 
a trusted sexpert and love genius? Be 
sure to send all of your questions to Dr. 
Trincest at tripod@trincoll.edu. 
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Top 10 
Things to NOT give your significant 
other for Valentine's Day: 
10. Cash 
9. A gym membership 
8. A copy of What To Expect When You're 
Expecting 
7. Anything from a gos station 
6. Carnations 
5. Philips Norelco B62020 Bodygroom 
Shover 
4.·A tube of Abrevo 
3. Lube 
2. A night with Magic Johnson 
l. Nothing 
Evacuate the Dance Floor ... 
You Have No Choice 
One couple was spotted in a 
fraternity basement on Saturday 
night causing quite a stir as they 
violently grinded in the middle 
of the crowded dance floor, 
knocking people to the side and 
their drinks all over them. As 
AT says, it's not dirty 
dancing unless you 
get some dirty 
looks. 
Fall Down the Stairs? 
AT guesses a mix of alcohol, 
high heels, and an angry crowd 
had something to do with it. A 
petite senior girl was trying to 
quell a group of students engag-
ing in a fight outside of a frater-
nity door, when her attempts at 
peace were suddenly interrupt-
ed by her taking a massive dig-
ger. Maybe we can't all get 
along, but someone should 
have at least helped her up. 
1.eus Never Thought His Rulings 
Would Be Used in this Way 
While staggering down Allen 
Street late last weekend, AT was 
quite startled to hear cries of 
wishful passion from one stu-
dent apartment. If AT recalls 
correctly, the exact words were 
"I would hit that like the fist of 
an angry God!" Hopefully 
her divine desires were 
fulfilled later on 
that night. 
DIii Never Looked Like 
Such Royalty 
During the first week of the 
semester, AT was waiting for 
class to start and noticed a 
male and female student enter 
the auditorium together. He 
started heading toward the first 
row of seats when she objected, 
saying that she didn't want to 
sit so far up front. "It's okay," 
he reassured her, "the football 
players sit here." Oh, well in 
that case ... 
ARTS 
The Trinity Tripod 
Charm and Discomfort Duke it Out in the Austin Arts Center 
ANNIE KATE REEDER '12 
COPY EDITOR 
Friday night in Austin Arts 
Center, the Arts at Trinity 
presented Monica Bill Barnes 
& Company: Charm and 
Discomfort Duke it Out. 
You've always been a 
prima ballerina at heart 
(hence the ballet flats, leg-
gings, and those pirouettes 
that come out at Late Night). 
Too bad your ballet career 
ended in third grade when you 
tripped over your tu-tu. In her 
well attended performance, 
Barnes took our stumbling 
tendus of the past and turned 
them, along with other choreo-
graphed - pratfalls, into the 
charming and witty dance 
numbers that make up her 
widely acclaimed contempo-
rary American dance compa-
ny. 
Under the artistic direction 
of New York based choreogra-
pher Monica Bill Barnes, the 
company has performed in 30 
cities throughout the United 
States and abroad. Barnes' 
company has evolved from a 
small-scale repertoire of solos 
and duets to twelve evening-
length works and various 
and various teaching opportu-
nities. Barnes' vision was 
clear Friday night as she, 
Anna Bass, Charlotte 
Bydwell, and our very own 
Trinity Dance Company "cele-
brated the individuality, 
ALEXA PARSONS '12 I PHOTO CONTRIBUTOR 
Barnes & Company suggest the negative space of a box with geometric grace 
large-scale performances. humor, and innate theatricali-
With an M.F.A. from New York ty of every day life." 
University Tisch School of the Decked in white feather 
Arts, and a B.A. in philosophy headdresses, Ms. Barnes and 
and theater from the crew, joined by the Trinity 
University of California at Dance Company, set the stage 
San Diego, Barnes has sought for the remainder of the show. 
to bring her vision to the pub- First, they stood closely 
lie through artistic residencies together, slowly fidgeting and 
separating as sudden gri-
maces and provocative smiles 
yearned for the spotlight. The 
entertaining pattern of gangly 
leaps, tumbles, and strange 
animalistic gestures to saucy 
Nina Simone numbers made 
for a captivating opening act: 
"The Headdress Project." The 
show was perhaps as its best 
in the next number, "Another 
Parade,"as Barnes bid adieu 
to Trinity dancers for a 
more... suggestive number. 
Barnes, Bass, and Bydwell 
dove aggressively into a 
Rocky-esque warm-up of jabs 
and punches set to Burt 
Bacharach and Hal David's 
"I'll Never Fall in Love Again." 
Flashing their stomachs, they 
scandalously revealed a thigh, 
even licking a bared shoulder. 
They taunt the audience (all 
the while wearing turtle neck 
sweaters and knee length wool 
skirts) with James Brown's 
"It's a New Day So Let a Man 
Come in and Do the Popcorn," 
and "Get up (I feel like being 
a) Sex Machine." After much 
chest shimmying, arm swing-
ing, and hip swaggering, the 
three women stood tri-
umphantly as the number 
ended with fists pounding the 
air. 
Barnes & Company quite 
literally played tongue-in-
cheek with the audience in 
this highly theatrical perform-
ance, controlling laughter 
with the raise of an eyebrow. 
Although Barnes and her 
dancers celebrated the ordi-
nary life (our hopelessly failed 
Nutcracker dreams), her 
smart choreography took on 
meaning beyond wit. Her 
endearing portrayal was at 
moments bare, revealing, and 
helpless as the dancers tum -
bled out of the spotlight. You 
never did get your encore, but 
you lived vicariously through 
the joy of Monica Bill Barnes 
& Company: Charm and 
Discomfort Duke it Out. 
Avatar Pandora's Box for Hollywood 1A Capella Audition 
JEFF MEYERS '10 
\R"TS COKTRIBUTOR 
On a stretcher in an ambu -
lance lies American cinema 
without a pulse, and James 
Cameron's Avatar is the 
painful defibrillator that may 
revive what was a decade ago a 
pounding heart. It is the first 
film released since the turn of 
the millennium to crack the 
inflation-adjusted list of the 25 
highest-grossing films of all 
time, sitting 21st, according to 
the website Box Office Mojo. 
Though its 161 ·minute narra· 
tive is utterly formulaic and 
the aesthetics evoke a high· 
budget video game, the film 
still seems to have instilled a 
level of enthusiasm in theaters 
that we haven't seen in quite a 
while. Stephanie Zacharek 
writes in her Salon.com review, 
"The movie was made, and is 
designed to be seen, in 3· D, 
and no matter what anyone -
particularly the movie's studio, 
20th Century Fox - tries to 
tell you, the technology and not 
the story is the big selling 
point here." While the 3-D 
glasses hurt my eyes and the 
effect didn't astound me, I am 
impressed by the reception of 
this technology. The film is 
drawing attention to an inno· 
vation that might restore the 
anonymity, or the "movie 
magic," to a near-disenchanted 
art. 
Anonymity is the key. When 
we don't understand how 
something is created it sits on 
a pedestal, and without that 
pedestal, the thrill is gone. If 
your friend writes sappy love 
songs they might sound silly, 
but if Robert Plant sang them, 
they'd sound beautiful. 
Similarly, no one goes to see a 
magician who explains his 
tricks. Cinema's tricks have 
been revealed. In the decades 
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Avatar Actors Sam Worthington and Zoe Saldana are transformed by CGI magic. 
between D.W. Griffith and 
George Lucas, audiences were 
fascinated simply by the con· 
cept of a moving image. The 
technology was new and mys-
terious and generated a curios· 
ity that could engage a human 
brain long enough to transmit 
a story. Then Star Wars 
brought about new mysteries 
with galactic special effects. 
But as audiences became more 
camera- and computer-savvy, 
the thrill of these innovations 
was lost and we became less 
immersed in filmmakers' sto-
ries. 
The invention of the digital 
camera is the murderer of cin· 
ema, YouTube its accomplice. 
The Blair Witch Project 
brought footage into theaters 
that audience members could 
recognize and compare to their 
home videos. This proved that 
a movie could make money 
without being shot on the 
insanely expensive 35·mil-
limeter film that was, and for 
the moment is, the most com· 
mon medium for the larger 
budget pictures. Movies like 
Matt Reeves' Cloverfield or 
Oren Peli's Paranormal 
Activity have since used this 
camcorder style in the main· 
stream, further encouraging a 
transition to digital formats. 
What Hollywood doesn't real-
ize is that the distance 
between a professional film -
maker and a Joe Nobody with 
a $1,000 camera is becoming 
nonexistent. The distance 
between Hollywood quality 
and YouTube quality is nar· 
rowing and the pedestal is 
crumbling. 
The digital camera has 
come a long way, with the high-
est-end digital quality nearing 
that of 35mm film. Yes, 3-D has 
yet to prove itself as anything 
more than a novelty, but we 
can't expect any masterpieces 
until the formulaic money· 
makers clear a safe path in the 
industry. I can't help but pie· 
ture James Cameron smoking 
a pipe and smiling as he 
equates himself with J.R.R. 
Tolkien, but I also see Avatar 
at the frontier of a cinematic 
movement. When you're in car-
diac arrest you would never 
look up and thank the EMT as 
he presses the cold electrodes 
to your chest and pumps thou· 
sands of volts through your 
heart. Likewise, we won't be 
thanking Mr. Cameron until 
the pain subsides and the 
pulse of the American cinema 
has returned. 
Concert Hits Right Note 
I continued from page 1 auditions. 
group, performed. They finished 
their two·song set with a spoof 
on Simon and Garfunkel's "The 
Sound of Silence." Their per-
formance elicited many laughs 
and cheers from the crowd as 
they sang and joked about the 
Walk of Shame. 
The Quirks, Trinity's newest 
all-female group, were next on 
stage. Conceived in 2003, they 
capitalized on their all-female 
dynamic, arranging a spectrum 
of tones that highlighted each 
singer's abilities. 
The evening ended with a 
performance by the oldest, and 
arguably the favorite, group on 
campus: the co·ed Trinity Pipes. 
They polished off the show with 
a practiced, wholesome sound. 
Some precocious first-years 
appeared at the concert as well. 
Greg Atamian '13 and Joe 
Dinnen '13 of the Accidentals 
rounded out the sound. Malcolm 
Evans '13 and Spencer 
McCauley '13 of the Dischords 
contributed to the electric 
atmosphere. Perin Adams '13 
and Caitlin Crombleholme '13 
represented the Quirks. The 
Trinitones are recording an 
album this year and did not hold 
The concert was jammed 
with just under an hour of 
entertainment, though opinions 
were not · orro,ly positive. 
"The Dischords are an assault 
on the senses, and their cacoph-
onous caterwaulling should be 
banned from campus," says 
Tripod copy editor Anne Gimbel 
'11. Students feels new talent 
and a new season will offer 
opportunity for practice and 
improvement across the board. 
Each group sang two songs, 
demonstrating their skill and 
teasing the audience into 
attending future concerts. The 
abbreviated performances 
demonstrated the different 
kinds of genres each group 
focuses on. The concert was a 
balanced mix of a cappella and 
humor. Each group maintained 
and projected enthusiasm and 
passion for their songs, mem-
bers, and viewers. The audience 
responded with appreciative 
applause after every number. 
Some members of the audience 
even sang along to some more 
familiar songs, such as the 
Pipes' opening number, ABBA's 
"Take a Chance on Me." 
Auditions for most groups were 
held after the concert. 
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The Accidentals entertain their audience while encourageing Freshman Recruits 
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Still Alice is a Lasting Portrayal of Alzheimer's 
BANTAM BOOK REVIEW 
WEEKLY FEATURE 
BENJAMIN PATE '11 
ARTS EDITOR 
We're young, and Alzheimer's 
Disease is for the old. Maybe we've 
been caregiver to a grandparent, 
maybe even to a parent, but as far as 
the disease is concerned, we're still 
untouchable. True. Then why fear? 
Alzheimer's is more than a neu· 
ropathology; it is a social, emotional, 
and relational acid, slowly corroding 
the core of what we consider as our 
humanity. Lisa Genova, author of Still 
Alice, looks Alzheimer's in the eyes, 
braving the sphinx of mental illness 
and separating it from the inalterable 
mental condition of humanity. 
Alice Howland i$ a tenured 
Harvard professor at the height of her 
career. Her expertise is psycholinguis· 
tics. The irony is too attractive. She 
knows everything there is to know 
about the neurological mechanisms of 
speech, and she is well acquainted 
with the machinery of the brain - so 
the surprise when hers breaks down. 
Speaking at a seminar, she uncharac· 
teristically loses a word. When it's just 
one word, she can shrug it off, but 
when, in the span of a few weeks, she 
finds herself lost only a block from her 
Harvard office, she seeks medical 
advice. On the hem of her 50th birth· 
day, Alice finds herself diagnosed with 
early-onset Alzheimer's. 
Her life quickly descends into fear 
and uncertainty, for herself and those 
around her. Everything she thought 
she knew about herself-her favorite 
ice cream, whether she likes coffee or 
tea, how to tell time-turns out to be a 
privilege of the cortex. The first sacri· 
fice is her career, in some ways more 
important to her than her name. 
Pride, gifted intelligence, and academ· 
ic recognition do little to slow the 
progress of the disease, and for digni· 
ty's sake, she is dismissed from the 
halls and classrooms that formed the 
pillars of her identity. 
Her children, strong-willed and 
independent, witness the reversal of 
their role to that of the parent. The 
inversion of responsibilities places 
strain on the bonds of family and 
friendship, and Alice's struggle with 
her atrophied neurons reveals the 
character of relationships that only 
proved brain-deep. She must watch, 
and re-watch, as she is abandoned by 
a husband that separates himself 
from the drooling shell of her former 
self. There is no dignity in 
Alzheimer's. Eventually even the "for· 
mative" moments, the events we say 
shaped our lives, lose form under the 
press of plaques and tangles. When 
Alice isn't faced with the fresh grief of 
her mother's death, she is trying to re· 
learn the names of her daughters. 
Through it all she fights for the life 
of the true Alice, and in moment's of 
lucidity, she surfaces. The descent, 
however, is a monotonous one, and the 
atmosphere of depression is seldom 
punctuated by repasts of humor or 
lightheartedness. Depressiveness is 
the reality of Alzheimer's, but it can 
have a wearing effect on the reader. 
Early-onset Alzheimer's is rare. 
According to the journal of 
Alzheimer's and Dementia, 
Alzheimer's will strike one person in 
85 by the year 2050. Early-onset 
accounts for five to 10 percent of that 
number. Genova isn't out to scare us. 
She is raising awareness of a reality, a 
disease that will probably affect some· 
one close to us, and her account is 
there as a reference and a consolation. 
More over, Still Alice is an assertion of 
the identity, a seat of humanity that 
exists within, and remains yet 
untouched, by the ravages of neu· 
ropathologies. 
Most of us know the nature of 
Alzheimer's second hand, but 
Genova's adroit prose and her keen 
blend of diverse personalities ensures 
that no reader can escape identifica· 
tion with the emotional symptoms of 
the disease. This emotional confronta· 
tion forces awareness on the reader, 
and raises the deeply philosophical 
questions no one likes to ask. Still 
Alice is not an attempt to answer 
those questions-what is really 
behind our name? Are we more than 
soups and sparks?-but an entreaty to 
deal with and have patience for those 
who can't avoid the asking. The book 
ends with a tragic compromise of life 
and identity in the impotency of a sui· 
cide attempt. :Alzheimer's saves her 
life. What life? Still Alice is an unfor· 
gettable read, an occasion to consider 
the difference between personality 
and being a person. 
Salinger Dies; ''People Never Notice Anything" 
THEADORA CURTIS '10 
.ARTS EDITOR 
What makes a book immortal? Is it 
as simple as one character? Is there a 
formula, or is an element of je ne sais 
quoi necessary to chisel a title in stone? 
Whatever the answer, J.D. Salinger's 
Catcher in the Rye is among the chosen 
few. Comfortable in its place among the 
stars, Catcher sells around 250,000 
copies a year, now a half-century and 
change after its publication. Jerome 
David Salinger passed away this 
January, in the 91st year of a life both 
rewarding and difficult, glamorous and 
reclusive. Salinger's discreet tranl?ition 
from his Cornish, N.H. home left the 
spotlight on his works. 
Salinger was born in 1919 in 
Manhattan, N.Y. Born to a Jewish 
father and a Scottish-Irish mother, he 
attended both public and private 
schools in the city that would become 
the stomping ground of one of the most 
famed protagonists of his time. As a 
young student, Salinger took an inter· 
est in acting as a means of creative 
expression, but it wasn't until dropping 
out of New York University and an 
unsuccessful foray into the meat pack· 
ing industry that Salinger took his first 
writing course: a night class at 
Columbia University. 1941 brought 
seven rejections of his short stories 
from The New York Times. His luck 
turned around later that year when the 
The New Yorker accepted Slight 
Rebellion off Madison, a New York City 
based short revolving around none 
other than our favorite discontented 
teenager, Holden Caulfield. In 1942, 
Salinger was drafted. He fought at 
Utah Beach on D·Day, and at the Battle 
of the Bulge. His return from the war 
preceded two years of rejections from 
The New Yorker. Little did the disjoint· 
ed writer know that the creation he'd 
left behind in Holden would be the seed 
of his national stardom nine years 
later. 
Salinger's opus, The Catcher in the 
Rye, was met with mixed reviews upon 
its first publication, though the city to 
which the book owed inspiration 
received it with open arms from the get· 
go. Franny and Zooey and Hapworth 
16, 1924 garnered attention, though 
nothing compared with the torrent of 
his initial endeavor. 
Much like Holden, Salinger's life 
was riddled with confusion, eccentrici-
ties, and frequent changes. A complicat· 
ed spiritual life began with strict 
adherence to the doctrines of Zen 
Buddhism. This first philosophy led to 
an interest in Kriya Yoga, which 
Salinger performed with his wife Claire 
two times a day. Yoga was soon traded 
for Scientology, a short· lived phase, 
before exploring Christian Science in 
the form of homeopathy, acupuncture, 
and macrobiotics. These many transi· 
tions lent to the alienation from spciety 
that he would ultimately embrace. 
J.D. Salinger was an avid writer, 
reader, and thinker, hailing allegiance 
to talented writers from Kafka to 
Austen. He was a complicated individ· 
ual with a fluctuating sense of identity 
and a turbulent family life. His rare 
combination of pliability and inflexibil· 
ity bestowed him with a unique gift for 
expression, at once disinterested and 
overly sensitive. Salinger's reclusive· 
ness and unwillingness to peddle 
Catcher in the Rye to interested film· 
makers has preserved the integrity of 
both the author and his protagonist. 
The literary world lost one of its most 
influential members this January, put 
we're grateful that he's preserved him· 
self so artfully in a work that wont fade 
into irrelevancy for a long time to come. 
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Salinger's image was little known co the public. 
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12 THE TRINITY TRIPOD 
Catch up or get ahead this summer in New York City! 
• Day/evening cla sses at two convenient locations • Credits transfe r easily 
• Com petitive tuition rates • Live on camp us for about $30 a night 
Request a bUfletin • Apply online 
fordham.edu/summerorcoll (888) 411-GRAD 
This summer, 
GET YOUR• 
SELF OUT 
TBERE! 
Want to Advertise your group 
in the Trinity Tripod? 
Contact Greg Leitao at 
gregory.leitao@trincoll.edu for more infor-
mation! 
51 PERCENT OFF DISCOUNT FIR Ill 
STUDENT IRIIPSI, 
put your knowledge to work in Boston. 
Summer Study Internship Program 
May 18-August 13, 2010 
Earn 10 credits in coursework 
and gain on-the-job experience 
in an internship, choosing from 
nine academic tracks. 
Learn More. 
617-353-0556 
bu.edu/summer/internship 
• Arts & Culture 
• Business & Management 
• Communication 
• Graphic & Web Design 
• Health Sciences & Policy 
• International Studies 
• Politics, Public Polley & Law 
• Psychology & Social Policy 
• Self-Designed 
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Trinity Professor Speaks at U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum 
The Gavel: SGA This Week 
continued from page 1 
a poster for a Jewish Symphony 
Orchestra concert. 
Inside the milkcans were post· 
cards that were flung out of trains 
traveling to death camps. 
their efforts toward gathering and 
preservation all the more crucial. 
"They knew that even if they we1·e 
killed, they wanted their history to be 
written on the basis of their own doc· 
uments, not on the basis of German 
documents," he said. 
"These were the people on their 
way to their deaths, and they were 
throwing out postcards to people they 
knew in the ghetto, hoping that if 
they were found by the side of the 
tracks they would be delivered," 
Kassow said. 
Kassow hopes that his talk and 
both books will help bring the history 
full circle by filling in any historio· 
graphic gaps. 
The stories of Jewish residents 
who were sent to the concentration 
camps and those they left behind in 
the Warsaw ghettos would be much 
So far this semester the SGA has ... 
Without Ringelblum's vast preser-
va tion, which 
includes around "Now when we write about 
35,000 different the Holocaust, we're not using 
pieces, not as 
harder to tell without 
these resources as the 
German occupiers were 
intent on erasing as 
much history as possi· 
ble. 
... Held midterm elections and welcomed the new 
Executive Vice President, Vice President of Finance, Vice 
President of Multicultural Affairs, Junior Class Senator, 
much would be just the documents of the and Senator-At-Large to the SGA. 
known about 
Jewish life at 
this time, partly 
because most of 
the members of 
the Oyneg 
Shabes did not 
survive the 
Holocaust. 
killers [ ... ] we're using docu-
ments of the victims too [ ... ] 
the victims get an identity. 
They're not just a shapeless 
This fact made 
Ringelblum's clandestine 
efforts all the more dan · 
gerous and important. 
... Finalized plans with the Center for Teaching and 
Learning to co-host a common hour event entitled 
"Everything You Wanted to Know about Learning 
mass, not just a forgotten 
number. They turn into 
human beings. They turn into 
"Now when we write 
about the Holocaust, 
we're not using just the 
documents of the killers 
[. . .] We're using docu· 
ments of the victims 
too," Kassow said. 
Disabilities but Might Have Been Afraid to Ask" with free 
lunch on Thursday, February 18. 
individuals" 
... Partnered with Good Crush.com for a little free 
Valentine's Day fun. "Of about the 
60 people t hat 
he gathered, 
there were only Dr. Samuel Kassow 
3 survivors," Charles H. Northam Professor 
Kassow said. 
"The victims get an 
identity. They're not just 
a shapeless mass, not 
of History just a forgotten number. He believes 
. .. Plans to give a presentation by Vice President of 
Finance, Pratheek Kalyanapu '12 on Thursday, February 
11 during Common Hour at the Rittenberg Lounge dis-
cussing and answering questions about the Student 
Activities Fund (SAF). that the Oyeng 
Shabes operated with the imminence 
of death looming overhead, making 
They turn into human 
beings. They turn into individuals," 
Kassow remarked. 
Intercollegiate 
Update News In Brief 
Universi~ of RhodeJsla~ __ 
After winning an honorable 
mention and being placed in 
Playboy's list of Top 50 Party 
Schools in 1987, the University of 
1--__ Wes leyan University 
A report sent out by the Wesleyan 
Srudent Assembly (WSN claims that 
the meal plan used by the University 
wastes undergraduate money. Statistics 
Rhode Island is again being consid- in the report state that last semester 
ered by the popular magazine. freshmen and sophomores were collec-
Representatives from Playboy will be tively charged $359,448 for unused 
conducting evaluations, as well as meals, while the entire srudent body 
holding open voting polls online. lost a rough estimate of $1,000,000. 
:=:===========:::::~ ....-_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_-_ -  -_ -_ -_ -_ -  -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -  __.~ 
University of Connecticut Yale University 
"In Memory of Jazz", a Facebook On Friday, Feb. 5, Leah Libresco 
group created to raise money for the '11 becamse a semi-finalist on 
Jasper Howard Fund, has finished co~ "Jeopardy!" after placing second and 
leering donations after raising several earning $21,000. Chosen as one of 15 
thousand dollars. Created by UConn contestants out of 300 applicants, 
student Brain Buckman a week after Libresco is slated to appear on anoth-
Howard's death, the group officially er episode on Feb. 9, where she will 
finished collecting on January 25, compete for a spot in the final round 
with over 8,000 members. of the show. 
::=======================::::::::=======================:::: Tufts University Boston College 
Tufts University President Over winter break Walsh Hall, a 
Lawrence Bacow announced over dormitory at Boston College, was vie-
the weekend chat he would be step- tim to vandalism including broken 
ping down from his position in June ceiling tiles, garbage-strewn study 
2011. Bacow took office in lounges, overrumed furniture, and 
September of 2001, and at that time broken windows. It is estimated that it 
planned on holding the position for will cost $2,600 to fix the damage. 
10 years. Bacow and Tufts' Board of Since returning to campus, several stu-
Trustees indicated that this decision dents have come forward and admit-
did not come as a surprise. ted having caused some of the damage. 
Official Charged, Canada Shocked 
Col. Russell Williams, 46, was arrested 
for first-degree murder in the deaths of two 
women. Jessica Lloyd, 27, of a Belleville, 
Ontario, resident whose body was found 
earlier Monday, and Marie Comeau, a 38· 
year-old corporal found dead m her 
Brighton, Ontario home in November. 
Williams was a lso arrested for sexual 
assault involving two other women. 
Williams is the commander of Canada's 
largest Air Force. 
RI Fire Kills Baby, Four Others 
A house fire in Warwick, RI killed five 
people, including a seven-month old baby 
girl, on Wednesday, Feb. 6. Officials believe 
the fire was smoldering in the house for sev· 
eral hours going unnoticed because of the 
house's lack of working smoke detectors. 
Also killed in the fire was the baby's mother, 
Amanda Villeneuve, 21, Dan Janik, 20, 
Nicholas Jilson, 24, and a 20-year-old 
woman whose name was not released. 
Record Snows Slams Mid· Atlantic 
In what is said to be the worst blizzard 
in the Mid-Atlantic region in recent histo· 
ry, more than 20 inches of snow fell in D.C. 
and Maryland on Wednesday, Feb. 6. 
Hundreds of car wrecks were reported and 
snow was falling too quickly for cleanup 
crews to clear the roads. Two people have 
died because of the storm and officials are 
asking all non-emergency vehicles remain 
off the road. 
Iraqi Group Captures American 
An Iraqi militant group has taken 
responsiblity for the abduction of an 
American contractor who had been 
reported missing on Saturday, Jan. 23. 
Issa T. Salomi, 60, worked as a consult· 
ant for and was captured by the League 
of Righteous, a Shiite Muslim militant 
group. The group is demanding the 
release of other militants and the prose· 
cution of a former Blackwater security 
guard who reportedly killed 17 Iraqis. 
Toronto Maple Leafs' GM's Son Dies 
Brendan Burke, 21, the son of the 
Toronto Maple Leaf's General Manager 
died on Friday, Feb. 1 after a car accident 
in Wayne County, Ind. Burke, who shared 
the same passion for hockey as his father, 
made headlines when he came out as 
homosexual while playing hockey for the 
University of Miami Ohio. Bm·ke graduat· 
ed from Xaverian Brothers High School in 
Westwood, Mass. in 2006. 
Skier Survives Hours Under Snow 
A 21 ·yearold man was buried for 17 
hours after an avalanche in the Swiss Alps. 
The man was reportedly skiing alone in 
unmakred terrain 50 miles east of Geneva. 
The man was able to survive because he 
was trapped next to a pocket of air, allow-
ing him to breathe despite the weight of 
the snow. A search and resuce team freed 
the man and sent him to a nearby hospital 
where he only suffered mild hypothermia. 
HUMOUR 
:----------- a r@abman-~hhott ~robuction -----------
And the sun shone down. And they came from their dark, damp huts. And the animals played. 
And the fawns galloped through the wheat fields. And there was Peace. 
Humour reigned for all eternity. World without end. Amen. 
9ecv 9t"cvfo 
These kids are really starting to get to me. They show up late, spend the whole class texting, and God knows how many of them actually 
did the reading! It's almost as if they don't respect me. Are they serious? This is one of the most demanding jobs in the country; I work almost 
eight hours a week, last semester I had to teach a class that met on Fridays, and I still barely make more than twice the average American salary. 
And that doesn't even count research. I was published in the Midwestern Anthropological Quarterly before most of these brats were even born. 
Do you know what this corduroy blazer means? It means I'm experimenting with pretentious facial hair, I probably drive a Prius, and most of all, 
you better believe I'm the most enlightened liberal mind you've ever met. 
Do they think it's easy to give a dissertation on the anthropomorphization of wildlife in Thoreau's Walden? That's a contribution to acade-
mia matched by few, and I can only imagine its relevance will continue to grow. So when I cancel class to work on my book and one of these lit-
tle shits whines because they paid to be taught, it's all I can do not to explain to them the responsibility that comes with being a true academic. 
At this point my mind is worth more than a hundred thousand dollars and if they think its best use is explaining what last night's reading meant, 
they've got another thing coming. 
Thank God for tenure, otherwise I'd have to spend my career pandering to these bastards instead of enjoying the job security I earned. I 
put in my time, six months a year, and if that doesn't entitle me to a lifetime of unaccountability I don't know what does. Fuck! Someon~ just e-
mailed me asking if I could look over one of their papers. Don't they realize I'm going to delete it anyways and give them a grade based on 
whether or not they wear sweatpants to class? Whatever, just a couple more years until I'm the only one left who hasn't received the Trustee 
Award for Teaching Excellence and after I get that it's smooth sailing. 
Note to self: 
1. Research opportunities for sabbatical in West Hartford 
2. Pay National Public Radio membership dues 
3. Get new Obama bumper sticker 
Sinoemlfa 
S!( ~~pe f7JF~jjty-,' 
The Humour Section would like to wish you a Happy 
Groundhog Day. 
Top 6 
Things To Yell at 
a Tour 
6. Somebody get a hose; 
he just chewed through the 
ropes! 
5. Send us your girls, 
we'll turn them into 
women! 
4. Your car is being bro, 
ken into! 
3. Can I get a ride back to 
Greenwich? 
2. Jesus Loves you. He 
Loves us all! 
1. You'll never get in 
here! 
The Humour Section would like to wish you a Happy 
Valentine's Day. 
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New Orleans Saints Stun Women's Basketball Drops Close Games 
Colts in Super Bowl XXIV 
RICH MALLER '11 
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR 
It is impossible to predict 
what will happen in the NFL, 
although that doesn't stop 
every writer in the sports 
world from trying. The record· 
setting Indianapolis Colts (14-
2) and the upstart New 
Orleans Saints (13·3) both vir· 
tually glowed with destiny in 
the weeks preceeding the 
Super Bowl. Peyton Manning 
was coming off an NFL-record 
seventh consecutive season 
with 12 or more wins and a 
record fourth MVP award. 
It was a season of records 
for the Colts, who strung 
together an unprecedented 23· 
consecutive regular season vie· 
tories. Manning and the other 
Colts starters were undefeated 
in the regular season, the 
the second half. The Saints' 
aggressive head coach, Sean 
Payton, called a surprise 
onside kick to open the half, 
and it paid off. Five short 
plays later, the Saints had the 
lead with a Brees touchdown 
pass. Manning was quick to 
respond with an efficient 10· 
play drive capped by a 4·yard 
touchdown run by Joseph 
Addai. The Saints closed the 
gap with another field goal at 
the end of the quarter, making 
the score 17·16 in favor of the 
Colts. 
One of the most impressive 
records set by the Colts this 
season was their seven fourth· 
quarter comebacks. However, 
the fourth quarter proved to be 
theil' downfall during the 
Super Bowl. Kickel' Matt 
Stover missed a 51 ·yard field 
goal attempt with 10,44 left in I 
Saints quarterback and game MVP Drew Brees celebrates winning the Super Bowl. 
team's only losses coming at 
the end of the season while 
fielding backups. The Saints 
boasted the NFL's leading 
offense in both yardage and 
scoring, operated by MVP run· 
ner-up Drew Brees, the NFL's 
highest-rated passer. Brees, 
who al'l'ived in New Orleans as 
a free agent castaway shortly 
after the city was decimated 
by Hurricane Katrina, had 
played a key role not only in 
the resurrection of the Saints, 
but of the entire city. It was 
difficult to tell who was more 
excited about the upcoming 
game: the players or the fans. 
The first quarter was domi· 
nated by Manning and the 
Colts' explosive offense, which 
amassed 130 yards of offense 
and scored 10 points, while the 
defense stifled the Saints' 
vaunted passing attack. The 
second quarter was a different 
story, as the Colts struggled 
with poor field position and 
were forced to punt on both of 
their possessions. The Saints 
were able to march down the 
field fo1· two field goals, and 
nearly scored again on a 
fourth down rush on the Colts' 
goal-line. The Colts went into 
halftime with an uncomfort· 
able four-point lead. 
A whole new Saints team 
stormed out of the tunnel in 
the game, and the Colts never 
got another scoring chance. 
The Saints quickly took the 
lead after Stover's missed kick 
with another passing touch· 
down, and, with a successful 
two-point conversion, took the 
lead, 24·17. 
Manning once again took 
the field, ready to snatch victo· 
ry from the jaws of defeat as 
he had done so many times 
before. Abandoning the run· 
ning game, Manning carefully 
distributed the ball up the 
field, getting his team into 
scoring range at the Saints' 31· 
yard line. On third and 5 he 
dropped back and looked to 
Pro Bow 1 receiver Reggie 
Wayne as he had so many 
times before. Wayne ran a 
quick hook route and appeared 
to be open, but as Manning 
fired the ball, cornerback 
Tracy Porter jumped in front of 
Wayne and picked off the pass. 
He sprinted 7 4 yards 
untouched into the endzone, 
blowing the game open. The 
Colts failed to score on their 
next and final possession, and 
New Orleans was awarded its 
first-ever Lombardi Trophy. 
With the championship, Brees 
immortalized himself in the 
city of New Orleans and most 
likely in the NFL Hall of Fame 
as well. 
ANN WALLER CURTIS '12 
SPORTS EDITOR 
The Trinity College 
women's basketball team lost 
both of its games last weekend, 
New England Small College 
Athletic Conference (NESCAC) 
games on the road at Tufts 
University and Bates College. 
On the evening of Friday, 
Feb. 5, the women travelled to 
Tufts to take on the No. 10· 
ranked Jumbos. The teams 
traded leads in a very close 
game, but the Bantams ended 
up losing, 68·58. At halftime, 
the game was tied at 35 points 
apiece, thanks to a half-court 
thl'ee·pointer just before the 
break by tri-captain guard 
Claire Arnstein '10. The evenly 
played first half was marked 
by good offensive execution, as 
both teams shot above 50 per-
cent. Guard Kaitlin Ciarleglio 
'12 had a very strong first half 
shooting, and finished the 
game with 12 points. 
There were seven ties over 
the course of the game, as nei· 
ther team could take control. 
Guard Tess Donie '10 made two 
thl'ee·pointers early in the sec· 
ond half to keep the Bantams 
in the game. However, Tufts 
pulled ahead 51·49 with 12 
minutes left in the game, and 
would hold on to its lead for the 
rest of the game. First·year 
guard Carly Napier '13 provid· 
ed a spark off the bench and 
finished the game with 12 
points. Tri-captain center 
Christine Card '10 had a team· 
leading 12 rebounds. 
Arnstein, the team's lead· 
ing scorer against Tufts with 
15 points, noted after the 
game, "The past thl'ee week· 
ends we have had the opportu· 
nity to play four teams that 
have been ranked in the top 
25. Although it is frustrating 
not to get these wins, we can -
not get down because it makes 
our last games that much more 
important. We battled a good 
team." Forward Molly 
McGlynn '11 said, "We have 
learned a lot from these losses, 
and are hoping it will all fall 
into place next weekend." 
On Saturday, the Bantams 
headed to Maine to take on 
Bates College, losing another 
close game, 54·47. Despite a 
poor shooting effort on the part 
of both teams (both squads fin· 
ished the game around 30 per-
cent) the Bantams fought hard 
and took a 23· 1 7 lead into half-
time. 
The Bantams were able to 
stretch their lead to seven 
points early in the second half, 
but Bates kept the game close. 
An Arnstein lay-up gave the 
Bantams a 37·34 advantage 
inside of 10 minutes, but Bates 
went on a 12·0 run to take the 
lead for good, 46·37. A valiant 
Bantam comeback would twice 
cut the Bobcats' lead to four, 
but Bates kept coming up with 
answers and converted enough 
free throws at the end of the 
game to preserve the win. 
Despite the stretch of tough 
games, the Bantams look to 
build on their competitive con· 
tests as they prepare for the 
NESCAC toUl'nament. Tri-cap· 
tain forward Jessica Sims '10 
commented, "Although we 
have lost four in a row, it is 
extremely encouraging to 
know that we can not only 
keep up with four top-25 
teams, but we can also defi-
nitely win these games on any 
given day." 
The Bantams are 14·7 on 
the season and 2·5 in the 
NESCAC. Having played five 
straight road games and four 
of their last six games against 
top 25 teams, No. 1 Amherst, 
No. 10 Tufts, No. 18 Bowdoin, 
and No. 25 Colby, the Bantams 
are looking forward to this 
weekend and to playing their 
last two NESCAC games at 
home. The team will be cele· 
brating its senior day, honoring 
seniors Donie, Arnstein, Sims, 
and Card. 
The Bantams take on the 
Middlebury College Panthers 
on Friday, Feb. 12, at 6 p.m. 
and the Williams College Ephs 
on Saturday, Feb. 13, at 2 p.m. 
Both games are followed by the 
men's games, against 
Middlebury at 8 p.m. on Friday 
and versus Williams at 4 p.m. 
Saturday. 
With two games left in con -
ference play, the NESCAC 
Tournament field has not been 
set. The NESCAC Tournament 
Quarterfinals will take place 
on Saturday, Feb. 20, with the 
higher seeds hosting their 
respective games. The semi· 
finals and championship game 
will be played the weekend of 
Feb. 27·28, with all games tak· 
ing place at the site of the 
highest remaining seed after 
the first weekend. 
Court Dedicated to Former Coach 
ANN WALLER CURTIS '12 
SPORTS EDITOR 
On Saturday, Jan. 23, 
Trinity College dedicated the 
basketball and volleyball court 
to former men's basketball coach 
Stanley Ogrodnik. The "Stan 
Ogrodnik Court" was dedicated 
during a ceremony between the 
women's and men's basketball 
games that day against the 
Amherst College Lord Jeffs. 
Ogrodnik retired in 2008 
after 27 seasons as the head 
coach at Trinity, where his 469-
186 record makes him the win· 
ningest basketball coach in 
school history, and the 469 wins 
are the most of any Trinity 
coach in any sport. In his final 
season, 2007-2008, the team fin· 
ished 21 ·7 and hosted a 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) tournament 
game. 
Ogrodnik led his teams to 
seven NCAA Tournament bids, 
eight straight New England 
Small College Athletic 
Conference (NESCAC) 
Tournament appearances, and 
folll' Eastern College Athletic 
Conference (ECAC) Division III 
New England Championships. 
In the 1994-1995 season, 
Ogrodnik led the Bantams to 
the NCAA Division III Final 
Four and a 24·5 record. 
He was also the women's vol· 
leyball coach from 1987-1994, 
and in 1987 led the program to 
its only 20-win season. 
The Connecticut 
Sportswriters Alliance recently 
honored Ogrodnik as a Gold Key 
Recipient for his lasting impact 
on sports in the state of 
Connecticut. Ogrodnik is a 
member of the New England 
Basketball Hall of Fame and 
was an assistant with the 
British National Team during 
the 1988 Olympics. 
The Tripod Congratulates ... 
The men's and women's 
the 
squash 
NESCAC teams for winning 
Championships last weekend. 
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Athletic Director Search Yields Three Impressive Candidates 
ALEX FITZGERALD '10 
SPORTS EDITOR 
Last week, the Trinity com-
munity was invited to watch 
presentations by the three can-
didates vying for the position of 
Athletic Director. While stark-
ly different in many ways, all 
three impressed the collection 
of student-athletes, coaches, 
professors, and other interested 
students while talking about 
their own history and their 
_vision for Trinity athletics. The 
committee to fill the vacant 
position found three extremely 
qualified candidates with var 
ied backgrounds suited to dif-
ferent tasks that the athletic 
director must handle. 
I. Betsy Mitchell 
While faced with the daunt-
ing task of being the first pre-
senter, Betsy Mitchell showed 
that her time as an athlete and 
coach has helped to mold her 
into the administrator that she 
is today. Currently the Director 
of Athletics and Recreation at 
Allegheny College in Meadville, 
Pa.; Mitchell's collegiate sport-
ing roots go back to her time as 
a swimmer at the University of 
Texas. After transferring from 
the University of North 
Carolina because of a bad expe-
rience with a coach, she helped 
lead Texas to three straight 
NCAA Division I National 
Championships. She also won 
seven individual National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) championships. 
As impressive as her colle-
giate accolades are, Mitchell's 
performances on the United 
States Swimming team at the 
1984 and 1988 Summer 
Olympic Games may be even 
more so. She qualified for the 
1984 Los Angeles Olympics 
while still in high school, earn-
ing a silver medal in the 100-
yard backstroke and a gold 
medal as a member of the 400-
yard medley team. Returning to 
the Olympics in 1988, Mitchell's 
400-yard relay team managed a 
silver medal, while she missed 
out on any individual medals 
after a fourth-place finish in the 
100-yard backstroke. In 1986, 
between Olympic appearances, 
she set the world record for the 
200-yard backstroke. 
Her experience with colle-
giate and Olympic swimming 
left her yearning for more, lead-
ing her to pursue coaching at 
the collegiate level. She began 
at Div. I schools Dartmouth 
College, Harvard University, 
and Ohio State University. She 
took over a Dartmouth College 
program that had not recorded 
a victory in the Ivy League in 
nine years and turned them 
into a highly competitive team. 
In her last year with them, she 
led the team to an 8-3 record. 
Aside from being a coach, she 
has participated in other com-
mittees to help advance the 
sport of swimming. She worked 
on the Div. III swimming rules 
committee and the integration 
committee, and was a part of 
the swimming officiating board 
of directors. 
During her presentation, 
Mitchell showed what sort of 
Athletic Director she would be. 
It was apparent that she still 
functions mostly as a coach. 
She admitted, "I want my ath-
letic community to be a team." 
She had a big voice, and easily 
commanded the 
room. As for her 
vision for the 
school, she stat-
ed and repeated 
that, "T:rinity is 
a strong pro-
gram, poised for 
much more." 
She explained 
that the first 
thing she would 
do upon arrival 
at Trinity would 
be to listen and 
learn. Mitchell 
expressed that 
she would try to 
honor Trinity's 
position for nine years, waiting 
for his chance to ascend to the 
Director of Athletics and 
Recreation. As it appeared his 
University's Athletic Director 
will not be leaving any time 
soon, Renwick has taken it 
upon himself to search out a 
program that could be his own. 
Upon hearing about the open-
ing at Trinity, he became very 
interested, and researched the 
school for two weeks before 
applying to the job. He said 
that, " these jobs don't open up 
that often, so I jumped at the 
had nothing but cordial encoun-
ters. Renwick admitted that it 
was nice to have another school 
in the tournament with as a 
good an academic record as 
Hopkins, and was ecstatic 
when the schools met in the 
Championship. 
As for his vision for the 
Trinity program, Renwick will 
handle everything through 
"strategic planning and goal-
setting." In his first year he 
will ''be a sponge," absorbing 
everything he can about the 
program. He talked of his tire-
less work ethic 
and his com-
mitment to his 
staff, and how 
he will be able 
to lead the 
program into 
the future. As 
for his depart-
m e n t , 
Renwick stat-
ed, "I hire pro-
fessionals and 
treat them 
like profes-
sionals." 
Renwick 
spoke a lot 
about the sim-
past, maximize i 1 a r i t i e s 
the school's pres- b e t w e e n 
ent potential, Hopkins and 
and lead Trinity Trinity. Both 
into the future. STEPHANIEAPSTEIN 'IO I PHOTO EDITOR are strong 
As Athletic Tripod endorsee, Mike Renwick, presents to the Trinity Community last Wednesday.academic insti-
Director she 
hopes to achieve a balance in 
the program, transparency, a 
trusting environment, and to be 
approachable. 
Her presentation was well 
thought-out, and Mitchell was 
able to express her goals for the 
program. While she seemed to 
be a great motivator, she didn't 
seem to know that much about 
Trinity. She clearly had a high 
regard for the school, but was 
vague when asked specific 
questions about the program. 
If selected, Mitchell will 
attempt to instill team values 
in the athletic department and 
lead the change taking place in 
Div. III sports. 
II. Michael Renwick 
Mike Renwick presented on 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, and came 
off quite differently than Betsy 
Mitchell had just two days ear-
lier. Where Mitchell was a 
motivator, Renwick was a pro-
fessional. He handled the pres-
entation in a very formal man-
ner, speaking slowly and articu-
lately. His personality may 
have seemed a bit dry to some 
people, but he delivered his 
presentation in an orderly way, 
while unblinkingly answering 
every question thrown at him. 
Renwick is currently serv-
ing as the Senior Associate 
Director of Athletics at Johns 
Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, Md. He has held the 
opportunity." His preparation 
was apparent, as he handled 
questions about the school with 
ease. 
Renwick became involved 
with the administration of col-
lege sports by taking a gradu-
ate assistant position at Rhodes 
College. He expressed that this 
was one of his most treasured 
experiences in life, as he was 
able to get involved in the lives 
of student-athletes. From there 
he moved on to coach the men's 
basketball team at Ferrum 
College, before taking over the 
same position at Johns 
Hopkins. 
His admiration for Trinity 
athletics really began in 2008 
at the NCAA Div. III Baseball 
Championship, where Johns 
Hopkins lost to Trinity in the 
title round. The Trinity team 
was undefeated going into the 
best-of-three series with the 
Bantams, and the Hopkins 
team was able to take one of the 
games and ruin Trinity's chance 
at an undefeated season. 
Trinity came back from behind 
in the third game to steal the 
National Championship from 
Hopkins. He related that the 
members of the baseball team, 
while upset at losing, had noth-
ing but respect for the Trinity 
players, who showed class in 
their win. The teams had 
stayed in the same hotel and 
tutions, with 
strong athletics, and with one 
sport played at a higher level 
than all the others: squash at 
Trinity, and lacrosse at 
Hopkins. He explained that he 
has always admired the New 
England Small College Athletic 
Conference (NESCAC) as well. 
When asked why he wanted to 
stay in Div. III, he answered 
that these athletes "play for the 
love of the game," and that is 
athletics at its purest. If hired, 
Renwick will handle the posi· 
tion in a very ordered, profes-
sional manner. 
III. Paul Schlickmann 
The third candidate for the 
job, Paul Schlickmann, had one 
huge advantage over the other 
two: he graduated from Trinity 
in 1989. It was obvious that 
Schlickmann was playing on 
his home field, as he looked 
incredibly comfortable and 
engaged at the podium. That 
being said, he had a bit of a 
head start on the other candi-
dates, because he didn't need to 
learn about the school; he just 
needed to re-acclimate himself. 
Schlickmann is currently 
the Executive Associate 
Director of Athletics at Stony 
Brook University in Stony 
Brook, NY. Schlickmann's ath-
letic history dates back to his 
first days at Trinity College, 
when he began his work-study 
in the Trinity equipment room. 
He was an assistant men's bas-
ketball coach at Springfield 
College and Worcester State 
College before moving to the 
administrative side of collegiate 
sports. He explained that he 
has always considered himself 
an educator, and the adminis-
trative side of athletics depart-
ment suited him best. 
His background at Trinity 
helped him to have a certain 
vision for where the athletic pro-
gram should be headed. He 
intends on installing a 90-day 
action plan where he will, "look, 
listen, and learn." Schlickmann 
wants to develop a relationship 
with the captains and First-
years, so that he can help mold 
the students from the beginning. 
His main goal will be to main-
tain and enhance the athletic 
program while providing a posi-
tive and meaningful educational 
experience. Schlickmann 
described himself as a hard and 
smart worker while also being 
accountable and respectful to his 
staff. 
His operating principles will 
reflect his values. He will be 
fiscally responsible, while 
fundraising heavily. He plans 
to stay committed to playing by 
the rules and integrating the 
campus. Most importantly, he 
wants athletic success and aca-
demic success to go hand-in-
hand. He hopes that his pro-
cedures will lead to more 
championships, as well as bet-
ter student-athletes. Lastly, 
Schlickmann expressed that 
the most important thing in 
Div. III athletics, in his mind, 
is to have fun. If you're not 
having fun, you're doing some-
thing wrong. These are all 
things he learned as a student-
athlete at Trinity College. 
Schlickmann, with his connec-
tion to Trinity, is certainly an 
early favorite for the position, 
and would be well-suited for the 
job. 
Results 
The Committee designed to 
fill the soon-to-be vacant 
Athletic Director post was 
expected to vote on the finalists 
yesterday_ The results will be 
made public shortly. As for who 
the Tripod endorses, the final-
ists all had their strengths and 
weaknesses. Betsy Mitchell will 
be a great motivator, but didn't 
seem to have a great feel for the 
school. Mike Renwick will be 
very ordered and professional, 
but won't bring much personali-
ty to the program. Paul 
Schlickmann will be very con-
nected to the Trinity communi-
ty, but didn't seem to have the 
the necessary leadership quali-
ties. Behind the strength of his 
presentation and professional 
approach, it is our hope at the 
Tripod that Mike Renwick 
becomes the next Athletic 
Director of Trinity College. 
